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The fore-band guard at Rapier and
Dagger.

TVt chy Rapier hand vnder the hilt of thy Dag-
ger,alwaics keeping the point of thy Rapier fome-
thing variable, and yetfomething dire&@ly about

the girdle-ftead of thy enemie, and the point of thy

Dagger in a manner vpright, oraverie little leaning

towards thy left fide, and both thy Dagger and chy

Rapier hilts together, and both fo low as thy girdle-

fiead : thofc being guarded, if thy enemie dec

charge thee with athruft , carric thy Dagger quicke
ouer towards thy right fide,and makea prefentane

{wereby chopping ont the point of thy Rapier, and

fo haftily into thy guard againe , expe&ing a frefb
charge.

| The broad warde.

Earc out both your armes right out from your
bodie fliffe at the armesend, and afoote at the

left a funder, and turne both the Rapier and
Dagger hilts fo high as yourbreft or hier, leauin
all yourbodicopen , orvngarded to feeme to, ans
‘when your enemie doth charge you with a chruft,
firikeit with your Dagger towards your right fide,
and withall anfwere him againe with an ouer-hand
thruft vato his Dagger fhoulder, but you muft keepe
your thumb vpon theblade of your rapier, for then

fhall you put in your thruft the more fteddier,and
the more fironger.

The
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T he mames -of the cbieﬁj} rbmﬂr,ﬁl)irb arevfedat
Rapier and Degger ,with the manner bow
seperforme them.

Right Stock, or Stockata, is to beepuein vp-

wards with ftrength and quicknefle of thebo-

dic,and the guard for the purting in a ftoke is
leaning fo farre backe with your face and bodicas
you can , and the hilts of your Rapier fo neere the
ground,or {o low as you can,but of this guard I haue
{poken fufficientlic alreadie.

A {lope Stockeisto be made vnto your enemies
breaft, or varo his Rapier fhoulder, if hee doelooke
ouer his Rapier.but in putting it in,you muft whesle
about your Rapier hand, towards your left fide,
turning your knuckles inward , this thruft being put
inflopewifeas aforefaid , will hit thy enemie which
lieth vpon the Croffe-guard,or the Carelefle-puard,
or the Broad-ward , whena right Stock.or plaine
fore right thruft will not hir.

An Imbrokata, is afalfifying thruft,firft to proffer
ittowards the ground, o lowas your enemiesknee,
and then prefently put it home vato your enemics
Dagger-fhoulder , or vnto anie pare of his Dagger-
arme, for hee will put downe his Dagger to defend
yourfiined chruft bue cannot recouer his Daggera-
gaine before you haue hit hitw in the Dagger arine,
Shoulders or Face, whethieryou will your felfe, for
in proffering this thruft, there is no waie to defend
the vpper part, the Dagger being once downe,but
oncly with fingle Rapier, and excepta man doe ex-
petititcannotbefo defended neither.
3 4n
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An other thruft called a Rewerfe.

Reucrfeis tobe made, when your enemicby
A gathering in vpon you,caufeth youto fallbacke

with your right foote , and thenyour left foote
being formoft , keeping vp your dagger to defend,
and Eauing once broken your encmies thruft with
your dagger, prefently come in again with yourright
foote , and hand together, and fo put inyour reucrfe
vato what pare of his bodic you pleafe, forit will
come with fuch foree that it is hard to be preuented.

A thruft called 4 Monntanto.

He Mountanto is to be put in witha good cele-

ritic of thebodicand in this manner,, you muft
frame your guard when you intend tocharge
your enemic with this thruft, beare your Rapier hard
vpon, ot fo ncere the ground as you can, lying verie
low with your bodic, bowing your left knee .verie
nere the ground allo, and either vpon your enemies
thruft or inlying in his guard you may firike his ra-
icr point toward your right fide withyourdagger
o that it may pafle cleerc vader yourrapier arme,
and with the fame motionas you firike his rapier,
fodainely mount vp yeur Rapier hand higherthen
your head, tumingyour knuckles vpward, but turne
the point of your Rapier downewards euer his Rapi-
er atme into his breaft or thoulder , and you muftbe
quicke in the performance of'this thruft, and like-
wife nimbly you muft leape out againe. This thruft
muft bee put in by the fiepping forward of your left
leg : mow if you vft this thruft more then once, your
encmie
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enemie will expe& your comming aloft with him
as you did before , but then put it in the fecond or
third time vnderneath, and you fhall hithim aboue
the girdle-ftead, and fo becaufe at thistime I will not
b:c ;uct tedious I lcaue to fpcake of manic other
thrufs.

The befway for the bolding of aDagger,either tobreake
blow or thruft and fourc waies bad as followeth.

Irfl,if you hold yourdagger too high, you may
be hit vnder the Dagger-arme.
Sccondly, and ifto low, you may bee hitouer
tﬁ}:c Dagger-arme, cither in the arme, fhoulder or
ce.

Thirdly, & ifyou beare your daggertoo much to.
wards your rapicr-fhoulder, then you may bee hare
on the out-fide of thearme by bearing inarrow, for
fo we call the carriage of him, being borne in this
manner before fpoken of. ‘ *

Fourthly,if to wide from yourbodie you may bee
hurt on thein-fide of the arme, face orbreaft: if the
dagger-clboe ioyntbee crooked, then thereis fmall
force in thé dagger-arme for the defence of blow,
or thruft ,but the saggcr being borne out fliffe ac che
armes end , defendetha blow firongly, as you fhall
heare by andby.

Foare waies nanght to breake athraft,

Irft,if you breake a thruft downe-wards,itmay hit
youinthebottom of the bellie. .

= Sccondly, if you breake himvpwards it may
T cndam
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endanger you in the face. .

Thirdly and if youbreake your enemies thruft to-
wards your Rapicr-fide, it may hit you in theRapier-
arme.

Fourthly, or in breakinga thruft, if you letthe
weight of your Dagger carrie your Dagger-arme
backebehinde you ,then your enemic may with a
double thruft hit you before you canrecouer vp
your Dagger in his place againe.

A good wey to defend atbraft or blow.
THc beft holdingef a Daggeris rightoutatthe

armes end, and the hilt cuen from your left

checke,and the point compaffing your bodie, 1
mesane bowing towards your Rapier-thoulder, and
when youbreake a thruft, turne but only your hand-
wrift about , lerting fall the point of your Dagger
downe-ward , but keepe ouryour Dagger-arme fo
ftiffe as you can, fo fhall you dbee readie to defend
twentie thrufls one after another, if they come neuer
fo thicke, and likewife you are asreadie fora blow;
whereas if you fall your arme when youbreake your
throft,your enemie may hit you with 4 fecond throft
beforeyou can' recouer your Daggerin his placeto
defend it , for a thruft goeth more fwifter then an ar-
row fhot out of a bow, wherefore aman cannot bee
too ready,nortoo fure in his gard;Now both for de-
fence and Offence of wetiegbfbw andthruft, thou
muft turae thy knuckles vp-ward, or downe-ward;in-
ward or ous-ward, alwaies turning yourhandaccor-
ding to the nature of the guard, that youframeyour
felfe vnto, or necording as when yau fee your ene-

" mies
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mies goard, then you muft determine before you
charge your enemie eitherwith blow , or thruft, in
what manner to turue your hand in your Offence or
Defence , fometimes after one maaner,and fome-
times after another, as both before and hereafter
fhalbe fufficiently fatisfied morcat large,

The troe guardfor the fingle Rapicr.

EepeyourRapier point fomething floping to-

wards your lefe fhoulder, and your Rapier hand
. folow,as your girdle-ftead, or lower,and beare
outyour Rapier hand right at the armes end, fo farre
as you can,and kecpe the point of your Rapier fome
thing leaning outwards toward your enemic,keep-
ing your Rapier alwaies on the out-fide of your ene-
mies Rapier,but notioyaning with him, for you muft
obferue a true diftagee at all weapons, thatis to fay,
three foote betwixt the points of yourweapons,and
twelue foote diftance with yourifore foote from
your enemics fore foote , you muftbec carefull thae
you frame your guard right, now you muft notbeare
the Rapier hand-wide of the rightfide of your bodie,
I‘a.li‘tifigh: forward from your girdle-ead, asbefore-

T 3 The
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The Reafons of this puard.

N keeping your point fomething floping or com-
paflingyour face, your enemie cannot offend you
with a wriftblow , which if you keepe yourpoint
girealy' vpright, you may veric cafily bee hitin the
ce. |
. Beingguarded as beforefaid, if your enemie dife
chargeathruftac you, carrie your Rapier hand ouer
your bodic towards you. left fide, keeping your
point dire&ly in his place vntill you haue defended
your enemies affaule ,then prefently after let fallthe
point of your Rapier,turning your knuckles inwards,
and difcharge your thruft at your enemies thigh, of
bodic,as you fee occafion.
There arclikewife many other guards to be framed
at
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at fingle Rapicr, as thatonc of the fhort Sword isa
good guard atfometimes, and for fome purpofes,
if aman be perfeét init, by skilland pra&ife afore-
hand , as heereafter you (hall fee the manner thereof
more at large , when I come to that weapon.

Now another fathion is, by holding your lefthand
vpon theblade, and fo with the ftrength of your fore-
finger and thumbe of your left hand,you may breake
your enemics thruft clecre off your bodie,by turning
of your rapicr point downe-ward or vp-ward accor-
dingly,as your cnemic chargesh yousand theacharge
your enemie againe with a quicke anfwer. ,

Now another is, by flanding vpon the ftocke,rea-
dieto choppejnvpon your enemies affanle, but you
muft turne in your left thoulder to your enemie nea-
rerthen the right, onclicto beasit were a baite vn-
to him, but when he doth thruft at you, wheele aboue
yourbadie , falling backe with your left foote ;- but
withall, thruft outyour rapier , and fo you may bie,
and defend , onclie with the fhift of thebodie, and
you (hall find that the oppreflor will come vpon his
owne death, by proffering at that thoulder, which
you make thew to be openvatohim : buc you muft
not offcr ro defend it withyour rapier, but only eruft
vato the (hift of your bodice..

Ealfe play at the fingle Rapieri

F your enemie doe liein this guard, accordingte
this Picture,, then profferor faine a thruft vnrohis
. lefefide, but prefently plucke backe your hand,and.
thruft it home vnto his right arme fhoulder or faces
for heewill carry his rapier euer his bodic, to defend
' T3 the.
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the fained cthruft, but can hardly bring himbacke a.
gainc to fauc your fecond or determined thruft , ex.
cept heebe very skilfull, a&ive,or nimble: nowif he
doc notbeare his Rapierto defend the fained thruft
when you profferic , then you may hit him witha
plainethruft the fecond time,ifyou put it home with-
outfalfing itac all.

Anether deceit.

Ikewife , you may proffer or faine a thruft two

foetwide of your enemie hisright fide, and pre-

fently chruft 1t home to his breaft, for hee will
beare his rapier beyond the compaffe of true de-
fence, byreafon icwill fceme vnto a cunning player
thatyourintention is to hic himon the out fide of
the Rapier arme, fo that when he thinketh to firike
your point from offending his arme , by that means
hee will open his bodie, although he open himfelfe
butaliele, yetwithyour fecond thruft you may hit
him as aforefaid.

The defewce of this fulfe play.

Oumuftbe very carefull that you doe not ouer.
carry your Rapier ia the defence of anie maner
of thruft, yet you mufl carric him alictle againft
euery proffer which your enemie doth make : for if
amanbe verie skilfull, yetis he not certaine when his
enemiedoth charge his point vpon him , and proffer
athraft, whether that thruft will come home, or no:
wherefore ( as1faid ) you muft beare your Rapiera.
gainfk cueric thruftto defend ic » bue anrc him bue

halfe
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halfe a foote towards the lefefide, for that will cleare
the bodic fiom danger of histhruft, andfo quicke
backe againzin his place, whereby to mecte his wea-
pon on the other fide, it he charge you with a fecond
thruft, thinking to deceiue you as aforefaid. |

Aflippe at ingle Rapier.

JOw ifyour enemy doe charge you with ablow;
when as you fee the blow comming, pluckein
your Rapier, and let the blow {lippe, and then

anfwer him againe withathruft, butbee carcful to
plucke in your rapier to that checke which hee char-
geth you at, fo chat if the blow doe reach home, you
may defend him according vnto the rule of the back-
fword. | ' o

The defence of this flippe is to forbeare firiking
acall, butif youdoeficke , notto ouer. firike your
Sword, but fo {trike your blow as -you may recouer
him inco his place haftily againe; f)or.in.ﬁght‘-if you
doe firike, you muftforscare fieong blowes;. for with
afirong blow, you may fall into divers hszrardsy
therefore firike an eafie blow, and doc it quicke ,: buc
to.chruft, and not frike acall, isto thy befi sduan-
tage. ,

| Amother flippe.

1) Ve your thumbe long wayes, or forward vpon the

Y handic of your rapier according vnto the natural

- fathion, and your enemic lying in this guard,

joync your Rapier according as the PiGure, and fo

foone asyou hauc ioyned , turne the heele of l):w;
) an



123 " The Schoole of Defemee.

hand vpward , and your point downeward, and fo
bring your point, compaffing vnder your encmies
sight clbow; and then with the ftrength of the thumb
tume icinto Risbreaft : the like you may doc if your
enemie offer to clofe withyou atfingle rapier , for if
bee comehattily vpon you, you can notdrawe out
your point whereby to offend him , butby turning it
in as before-faid, you may hit che skilfulleft manthae
is in his comming in : Now, ithee doc defend your
pointbelow , youmay bya fodaine turning vp your
poine, thruft it home to his rightfhoulder or face,
whether you will your felfe.

The defence of this flispe,

‘T Fyour enemie doe ioyne his weapon with yours,
to clofe or to turncin aflippe, thenmake your
felfereadic quickely , by putting your thumbe vp-

_on your rapier,as aforefaid ,when he falleth his poine

towards his left hand , to fetch the compafle of your

rapicrarme; then fall your paint the contrary way,I
meane towards your lefe hand, fo fhall you meete

with his weapon below againe , and this will defend

your felfe 5 and when he raifeth his point againe,then

doe youraifc yours likewife into his placeagaine.

Anotber Slippe,

Fyourenemiedoe io{nc his rapier with yours, and
doebearehim ftrongly againft you , thisking ¢6 o-
ucr-beare you by firength of arme, then fo foone as
hee beginngth to charge you ftrongly, beare your
tapictalitde againft him , and then fodainely letfall
" - yout
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your point fo low'; as-your gerdle-ficed , and thruft
ithome withall; and fo you mayhithim, for by let-
ting his Rapicr goe away fodaincly, he fwayeth away
beyond the compafle of defence, fo that youmay hit
him , and fallaway againe before hec canrecoucr his
Rapicr to endanger you.

A dezeling thruft at fingle Rapier or Backefword.

Roffer or fainea thruft atthe faireft part of your

enemies bodie which lieth moft vaguarded ,and

then more quicker thenI can fpeake ic, thruft ie
inonthe other gdc » and fo changing three or foure
times, and then choppeithomefodainely, andyou
fhall find his bodic vaguarded, by rcafon thache will
arric his Rapier or Sword this way or that way,thia-
Xing to defend the falfe thruft, becaufe he fuppofeth
them to be true thrufts : for there is no man fo cun-
aing , thatknoweth ifa thruft be proffered within di-
flance, buc chat it may hichim, or whetheritwillbea
filfe thruft,or no,the defenderknowes not,and there-
fore he muft preparc his defence agaiaft cuery thruft,
that is proffered.

A clofé at fingle Rapicr or at Backe-fword.

Irft, charge your enemie with a thruft alofe with

an euer-hand thruft , direé&ly at your enemies
face, and withall follow itin clofe, bearing your
your enemies point ouer yourhead , by the carrying
wpofyour Rapier hand , and then may you make {ci-
fure on the hilt of your enemics Rapier or Sword, or
onhis hand-wrift with your left hand , and then ha-
ving made {cifure of his weapon, you may then l:rc
A/ what
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what execution you wil, I mean citherblow orthruft,
ortrip vp his heeles.

, The guard for the Backe-fword. :
Arric your Sword-hilt out at the armes end,and
your pointleaning or floping towards your left

fhoulder , but not ioyning with your enemies
weapon, as this Piure {fecmeth, but fo longasyou
licin your guard, let there be three foote diftance
betwixt yourweapons, but if your enemie do charge
you, cither withblow or thruft, carrie your Sword
ouer your bodic againft your enemies affaule, and
fo croffe with him according to the PiGure, beare al-
fo your point ftedic ouer your bodie, fomething flo-
ping towards your left fhoulder; I meanethe point
muft gocfo farre as the hile, but not turning your
point the contrarie waié , but carric them both toge-

ther,
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ther. I will make it plainer by and by,becaufe I would
baue thee to vaderftand itwifely , for hauing witha
true defence-defended your enemics blow or thruft
by croffing with him , or by bearing your weapon a-
gainft his affaule(as beforefaid) the dangerbeing paft,
then prefently at the fame inftant , and with one mo-
tion turne downethe point of your Sword , turning
your knuckles inward, and fothrufting it home to
your enemies thigh, but withall, fteppe forth with
your foote and hand togcther.
Butthere is a great obferuationtobe had inyour
ra&ife concerning the true carriage of your point,
E’! inyour defence if you do not carrie your Sword,
truc, then itis hard to defend eitherblowe or thruft;
forifyou carric the hilt of your Sword againft cither
blow or thruft, and doenot carrie the point withall
leuell,cuen as you lay in your guard according to the
PiQure; then your hand and face is endangered, but
bearing the hilt and the point about afoot ouer your
bodic towards your left fide; and likewife to beare
your Sword ftiffe out at the armes end, withoutbow-
ing of your elbow ioynt : prouided alwaies, that your
$word being in yourright hand, you muft lookwith
both your eies on the in-fide of your Sword, for then
you haue but one kinde ot defence, fo that the point
ofyour Sword be {loping toward the left (houlder:
but otherwife, ifyoukeepe the point of your Sword
wpright, then your enemie hath three waies to endan-
eryou , efpeciallie, ifyou carric your Sword righe
forc the middeft of your bellie, with the point vp-
right, as I haue knowne fome hold an opinion of that
waictobegood, butI fay, hee thac trufteth to thae
guard, may behitin the head witha fodaine wrift-
V2 blow,
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blow,if his pracife were neuer fo good : and likewife
both his armes are vngusrded, and tobeedangered ,
cither with blow or thruft ; butif you guard your felfe
after my dire@ion , thén yourenemie hath but one-
lie the left fide of yourhead, and yourlegges open,
and they are cafictobe defended; the legge by pluc-
king himvp, the which you muftdoc vpon eucric
blow, which your enemic chargeth you withall,
and with the fame defend the head and bodic , carry-
ing your Sword oucr your bodie towards your left
fide, the pointand hiltboth fieadie, as I hauebefore
faid. '

Now although I heere fpeake altogether of a
Backe-Sword, it is not fo meant, but the guard is
focalled : andtherefore, whether you ate weapo-
ned withatwo edged Sword, or witha Rapier , vet

frame your guarde in this manner and forme , asbe-
forcfaid.

. Ansther very fure and dangerous quard at the Backe-
Sword, calledthe Vnicorneguard , or
the fore-band gusrd.

Eare the Sword hilt fo high as your face , kee-
ping him out at the armes end, without bowing

of your elbow ioynt, and alwaies keepe your
EOim dire&ly vpon your encmies face, and your
nuckles of your fword hand vpward ; but if youre-
nemie doe charge you witha blow totheright fide of
zour head, then turne but your Sword hilt, and your
nuckles outward, flill keeping your Sword arme
ftiffcinhisplace, tnring but onelic your wriftand
yourhand: thisisavery dangerous guard to your c.
o -~ Bemie,

[ .
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nemic being carried witha @troag arme, for by rea-
fon that you keepchim outat ;fcpoints_ end being
fodire&ly in his face, that bt cannot come neare
jou withont grear danger, cither of blow or thruft,
Zut indeed if yourfword be not carried out witha
firong arme , then your enemic may endanger your
head by ftriking of two blowes together , the one
being firooke at the point of youy fword to ftrick
him downc and the other to your head but they muft
bee firooke both to gether verie fodainelie, orelfe
there is fmalldangerin them , now if you arc warie
jinwarching when hee makes his ficftblow, fodainely
plucke in the point of yourfword to you , and foby
thac lippe his firft ftroake hee will ouer carrichim,
fo that if you turne an ouer-hand blow to his head,
you may hiz him before hee can recouer his fword
to ftrike his fecond blow, ordefend himfelfelying
inthis long guard, you may flippe euerie blow that
is firooke, plucke in your fword cugn as you fee your

encmie ftricke and turneic ouer to the righcfide of
hishead.

< AClofe at back-fword.

Ying in thy guard according vnto thepitureat
fingleRapicr, and when you meane to clofe,

life vp the hile of thy word {o high as thy checke,

and charge thy enemic witha theuft dire@lie achis
face,and with the fame motion fteppe in with thy
hindmoft foote, turning the knuckles of thy Sword-
hand inward, and fo bearing thy enemics point ouer
thy head, and then catch hold on thy enemies
Sword-hile, or on his hand-wrift wich thy lefthand,
y 3 but
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but on his hiltis the fureft to hold , and then you
may either trip vp his heeles, orcut, or thruft him
with your weapon, and in this manner you maie
clofe with a Rapicrallo,if you can make your partic
gacdae the gripeor clofe , for your enemie in bea-
ring ouer his Sword ouer hisbodie to defend his face
from your thruft,he there by carieth awaie his point,

fo that hee cannot endanger you if you follow it
in clofeand quicke.

Falfeplaywith she Back-fword.

Our enemie being in his guard, and | ing at
- 1 watch for aduantage , you maie faineablow at
- theright-fide of his head and prefently with the
turning of your hand-wrift, firike it home to his left-
ﬁdc,wgich being done quicke you may hita reafona-
blegood plaicr,%or he will beare his fword againft the
fained blow,and by that meanes vnguard his left-fide
butacno hand you muft notlet the faincd blow touch
your enemies {word, but giue your fword a fodaine
checke and fo firike it to the contraric-fide, forif
yourfeined blow do ioinc with your enemics fword,
itwill ftaie his fword within the compafle of true de-
fence,fo thathee will be readie to defend yourfalfe
blow, but otherwifc if you touch not his fword hee
will carric him beyond the true compaffe of defence,
of thefecond blow, which you determine to hichim
withall, fo likewife you may faine your blow atthe
lefe-fide of your enemies head, but prefentlie ftrike it

home to the right-fide of his head, in manner as
aforefaid,

[/
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LAnether falfe play.

Gaine, you may ioine your {word within you
'Acncmics fword according vnto the piQure, but
prcfentlic fo foone as you haue ioyned, firike it
downe to his legge, butnimblic recoucr your fword
in his placeagaine falling alictle awaic withall,for fo
foonecas you haue difcharged yourblow , youmay
veric cafilic before hee can endanger you recouer
our guard and diftance : likewile you maic ginea
ﬁack-blowvnto.thc right fide of his head, and pre-
feaclie withall, fall downe againe with another blow
vnto the infide of his legge,ftepping home with your
fecond blow,for when you haue made your firft blow
as aforefaid, itmay bee your enemie will winke,and
fo you may hit his leggebefore his cics openagaine,
fo that you do it quick,but if he doe notwinke,yeta
good plaier will thinke thatwhen hechath defended
your firftblow a loft, hee will notexpe& ablow fo
gdainclic as this oughtto be firooke, and therefore
aybe hit with a fecond blow, yca although hee
Jooke well to himfelfe, and the rather that manie
dothnotalow in there teaching abacke-{word blow
tobe firoken at the legge , butl fay amanmay giue
afquare, or fore-hand blow to the infide of his enc-
mies legge,and yet verie well recouer vp your fword
againe before your encmic can endangeryou.

«Another deceips.

STanding inyour guard, and your enemie charg-
ing you with ablow, pluckin yourfword fodaine-
lic,and let his blow flippe,and fo foone as his blow

1s
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is paft,anfwere him againe,cither with blow or thruft

whether you will ,butif itbee atblunt witha blow,
put in right with a thruft, or by plucking in your
fvord, and alwaies hauea care you pluckehiminvn-
to that fide of the head which hee chargethyouar,
forinfo doing, ifhis weapons point doreach home,
yetyouarcataguard of defence, bue withthis skill
and a lile withdrawing your bodic with all, his
weapon will pafle cleare, for the force of his blow
will ouerfwaie his weapon, and he will fo ouer carrie
his bodic , thatin a2 manner his backe wilbe towards
you,fo thatwith a quick anfwere you may but him at
your pleafure or clofe with him if you thinke you
can make your partie goed atthe gripe: likewilc you
may cloofe vpon the croffe, byioyning weapon to
weapon , but when you haue made your cloofe in
your firlt encounter,take hold on your enemies hand.
wrift, or clfe on the hile of your enemies weapon,
for then hee cannot well offend you being but fingle
weaponed.Butto tric your man-hood, at the length’
of your weapon, L hold it the beft fight and leffe dap.
ger to both, for thereis no more certaine defence ’:
aclofe, thenisinapaffage, for they arebochverie
dangerous.

Anotber dcceipt.

Y Our enemie lying in guard , you may firike 2
backe blow vnto his right eare,although it light

~ vpen his fword, thatisallone , for in ftriking it
abouc,itmay caufe him to wink, or he will thinke you
haue don, but fo foone as you hauc delinered your
blow abouc, then prefentlic, I meane more quicker

then
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then I can fpeske it,firike it downe into theinfide of
his right-legge , orif you doe but touch his fivord

in ioyning him clofe asthe piQure ftandeth, and fo
fooneas you hauebut touched his Backe-fword on

the out-fide, frike it downe vnto thein-fide of the

legge prefentlic , yet alwaies hauea caretorecouer

yeur fiword into his place againe for your ownede-

fence, the which you may eafilic doe, yea although

youcncounter witha verie 'skilfull man, but if you

firike a plaine blow"at the legge without profering

it abouefirfl, as isbeforefaid,then you endanger your

ewne head but in prefenting itaboue, you bufichim

to defend the firflt fained blow, fo that he cannot be

readic Ere arcd to charge you with anie blow of
danger before you haue recouered your guard,the

which you may well dec, although heanfwercyou

acuer fo quicke.

An sther verie cunning deceipt with the
Back-fword.

Trike ablowto the in-fide of the rightleg,or foot
of thy enemie,but draw it to thee, riking it fome-
thing thort, and then prefently ftrike it home a-
gaine to the left care of a right handed man,butit
muft be donemore quicker .thenI can fpeake it, and
thoun fhalt finde his(}cft care vngarded, for hee will
looke foritat theright fide, and it were notamiffc to
firike it once or twice fromthe leg to the right eare
firft,for then he will looke for the fame blow againe,
bucyet I would not hauc you make all your play at
thelegge,but fometimes to offera blow at the one
fde of thehead, and then to the other , fo by ma-
| X king
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kingoften change of your blow, is the beft waie 1o
decciuc thy enemie. .

A verie dangerous blow at Back-
Jword.

Hy encmic lying in this guard, foddenly plucke

in the pummell of thy fword to thy breaft, and

with arl turne thy knuckles inward, and the pre-
fentlic proffer a thruft rowards thy enemiesbreaft,
but turne it oucr witha blowto hisright eare, with
the whichblow thoumaifthita good plaier,if hebee
not aware of it before hand,for hee muft beare his
fword againit thethruft forthe defence thercof,now
ifhe do ouer carrie him neuer fo little further then he
oughtto doe for his true defence, then hee cannot
bring him back time enoughto defend the blow be-
fore you hauc hit him, as beforefaid.

Thisblow isalfogosdfer s Left-handed man,or
againfl a Left-handed man.

F youwould hita Left-handed man with ¢his blow,
Itbcn prefent your chruft full av hisface by a fodaine
lifting vp the hilt ef your fivord fo high as your
head,and withall you muft now turne your knuckles
outward, and fo foone as you haue prefented your

thruft, prefently firike it home vnto the left fide of
hishead.

A
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Afalfethruftte bevfedinfght o8 Back-fword.

Roffer yourthruft two or three foot wide of thy
enemies left care, and withall lec fall thy pointfo
low as thy enemies girdle-ftead or lower, and
then prefencly with the fame motion, raifethy point
onthe other fide of thy enemies{word, and chopit
home vnto hisright arme, fhoulder or face whether
zou will your felfe , forin bearing his fword ouer his
odieto defend the fained thruft,hee cannotwell re-
couer him backe sgaine to defend your fecond
thruft before you haue hit him, as beforefaid, except
hee hathby much pra&ife beenc vied to that falfe
thruft before hand.

As other dangerous blow.

Hy enemie lying in his guard, frike ablowro

the in-fideof his right leg, and prefentlic withas

rauch {peed as poffible thou canft ftrike it home
vnto his left cheeke, for he will beare ouer his fword
to defend thefirft proffer, and fo with- draw himfelfe
into his guard,fo that he willbe vnprouided for the
defence of his left fide,ifitbee firuck in witha quicke
hand. Allmanner of falfe blowes, {lips and 31ruﬁs
atwhatweapon focuer, arcto be ausided and defen-
ded with the true carriage of thy weapon,asat Rapi-
erand Dagger,if a falfethruft be made below, it
muft be defended with the Dagger below, and with
the Rapier aboue. And if cither blowerthruftbe fal-
fified at the Back-fword, or at Sword and Dagger,

thou muft bearc thy Sword againft euery proffer,
X 2 bue
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but be fure thou doenor ouer-carrie him,bue thae
thou maift be quick backe againe , to meetehis fe-
cond blow on the other fide,as bringing thy weapon
into his place by practife , thou fhalt finde thy felfe
furcly guarded as in fome places in this booke thou
fhalt finde the defence.

After the falfe play at euerie weapon, althoughl
haue not fet downe the defence of cuerie flip, nor of
cuceric fault,whichhad becne verie neceffarie: for as
cuerieleflon on 3 fiddle hath afeuerall tune, euen fo
cuerie guard and cucric falfifie hatha feuerall kinde
of Offence,and Defence , butheere thou fhale finde
the Defence that belongeth vnte manie of them,
and the reft I left out for want of leafure to write
them,but they fhall follow in the next Impreflion.

The true guard for the Staffe which wewill
cal{the Low guard.

{ Ecpethepointof your Staffe right in your ene:
mies face, holding one hand ac the verie bute
end of the Staffe, and the other 2 fooreanda

halfe diftant,looking ouer your Staffe with boch your
eicsand your feer afoot and a half diftance,or there-
abouts, according to this piGture, alwaies flandin
crofle withyour enemie, [ meane, if his right hand
and foote be foremotft, let yours be fo likewife , and
if his lefe-hand and foote be formeft , then make you
your change and crofle with him alfo.

Now
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Now, if your enemie doe charge you, either with
blow orthruft, youlying in the guard, as aboue fhe-
wed, then your defence is thus : and if he charge you
- abouethegerdle-ficade , cither withblow or thruft,
ftrike your fclfe againft it, keeping vp the point of
zour ftaffe,fo high as your head ; buefo foone as you
aucdefended , whether itbeblow or thruft, pre-
fently anfwer your enemie againewith athruft, and
then haflily recouer your guard againe, and in giuing
ofathruft, you may let goe your fore-hand from off
~ your Staffe , but hold the butte endfaft inone hand ;
- and fo foone as you haue difcharged your thruft,
plucke backe your Staffe , and clap both yourhands
onhim againe, and recoueryour guard; buryer ftay
notlong , tofee whether your enemie will beginne
withyou, butbegin with him firft, with a falfe thruft,
X 3 as



136 The Schoole of Defence,

as anone you fhallfeethe manner how to doeit: and
when you can doe it, whatnecdeyouto ftand long
about that which may be done prefently,and without
danger?

. Nowifhee proffer eitherblow or thruft vato your
lower parts vnderyour gerdle-fead, ificbe a chruft,
ftrike it awaic, by turning the point of your Staffe
towards the ground, but be fure to firike it with thae
large compafle, that the point of your Staffe maie
pitch, not in the ground, for fo youmaydeeciue
your felfe in your defence, if he charge youfolowe
with ablow,then you may ftrike itas you do a thruft,
or you may pitch the point of your ftaffe into the
ground two or three foote wide of that fide which he
chargethyou at, andyou may in the pitching downe
of your Staffe, let goe your fore-hand, thathec doe
nothithim, andthenall parts is defendedfo high as
your kead, fochar youalwaieshauea caretokeepe
your ftaffein his right place, that is to fay , if your
righthand and footebe formoft, then leaue all your
bodicopen, fochat your enemie can notendanger
youontheout-fide of your flaffe, bucif hee will hit
you, he muft needes firike or thruft en the in-fide of
your ftaffc, and chen you muft defend all blowes or
thrufts , bybearing your ftaffe ouer your bodie to-
wardsthe leftfide ) for chis we call the Fore hand

Dcfence, and this defence confumeth no time : but if
in holding your faffe in thetight hand , as beforeis

faid; and yetfor your guarde doe beare your Staffe

oucr towards the left hand, then you leaue your

right (houlder armeor face, open or vnguarded, the

which muft bee defended backeward, but you may

defend twentie thrufts or blowes before hand ,better

then
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then one backeward; for the backe defence is nothing
fo readic, norfocertaine,, asthe fore-hand defence,
is, and thereforekeepe and continue your guard, ac-
cording vnto the Pi&ure, for then if hee proffer
athruft on the out-fide of your Seaffe : you ncedenot
to feare nor offer to defend ir, for there isno place
in anicdanger, burallisguarded, efpeciallicfrom
the gcrdlc-ﬁcad vpward, ' ‘
And in your defence , haue alwaies acaretothe
true carriage of your Sraffe , thatyoeu doe not carrie
him beyond the compafle of true defence, for feare
of thefalfe plaie:for if y ou ouer-carrie your Staffe, I
meancfurther then neede doth require, youcan not
recouer him backe againe quicke enough to defend
thefalfe. Now, ifyour enemic doe affault you vpon
the contrarie fide, you muft changeboth your foote
and hand to croffe with him,as betore :but take heed
when you change, you do not come in with your hin-
der foote, butlethim ftand firme and fall backe with
the fore-moft foot vpon cueric change. - And hauing
dcfended your enemies affaule, with alitcle encrea-
fing in,anfivere him witha chruft, thrufting oue your
ftafte with your hindermoft hand, and ftepping forth
withall, with your foremoft foote, and in the fame
inftanc of your proffer, let goe your fore-hand, but
after your offence prefently recouer your hand vpon
your ftaffe againe : now if your ftaffe be thorter then
your cnemics , then (foryourberter aduantage)ftep
in with your hinder féote with youranfwere, but at
no hand , neuer firike one blow with your Staffe ; for
hee that doth bue life vp his Staffe to ftrike , may eafi-
lybe hit by the defender with a thruft, forn the fame.
motion that the oppreflour doth lift vp his ﬁag'c to
‘ rike



138 The Schoole of Defence.

firike the defender, may with afpeedie thruft hithim
in thebreaft ;and holde him off vpon the point of his
fiaffe, if the Defender thruft out his ftaffe with his
hinder hand, efpecially if their ftaues be both ofone
length , then hee that ftriketh , cannotendangerthe
‘other with ablow, for hee that firiketh, holdeth both
his hands vpon his ftaffe , vnrill hee hath difcharged
his blow , whereby hee thatthruftech , hath two foot
oddes of him in length that firiketh, {o thathee put-
teth outhis ftaffe, to his moft aduantage , as before-
faid.

Ic isneceffary, that hee which vieth the Staffe,
fhould haue vfe of both his hands alike, for thereby
he may che beteer fhift his ftaffe from hand to hand,
whereby to lie croflealwaies with your enemie,chan-
ging your handandfoote , as hee changeth for lying
the one with the right hand and toote for-moft, and
the other with theleft, then hethae friketh firlt,can
notchoofe but endanger the othershand, butif you
cannotchange your Suffe to lie croffe with your ¢-
nemies Staffc : then for your defeace of ablow,pitch
the point of your Staffe into the ground, andletgo
zour fore-hand , and when you haue difcharged the

low with as much fpeed as you can, anfwer his blow
with a thruft, fo the greatefi fecret of all moft chiefly
to be remembred at this weapon, is, if your enemie
doe but once offer tolift vp his hand to firike, then
prefently choppe in witha thruft ac his breaft, fhoul-
derorface, for fo you may hichimas you will your
felfe, fothatyou take yourtime ofanfwering.

I your enemic ftrike with his ftaffe, hee io!dcth
him faft in both his hands when hee deliuereth his
blow,by reafon thereof s he which thrufieth and loo-

{eth
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feth his fore-hand , when hee difchargeth his thruft
or draweth in the fore-hand clofe vnto the hinder
hand which holdeth the butze end of his Seaffe , and
fo thruft him our'withall , you may keepe the ftriker
vpon the pointof your Staffe, fo that with his blow
hee can not reach you , being equally matched in
length, but muftcome vpon his owne death, or dan-
ger himf{clfe gready.

The high guard for the Staffe.

Ooke vnderyour Staffe with both your cies,with

the point hanging flope-waics downe-wards by

your fide, bearing out your Staffeat the armes

;nd& , higher then yourhead alittle according to this
i&ure.
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Inlooking vaderyour Swffe it willfeeme to your
encmic, that your defence is onclie for your head,
then he wil thinke to hityou in thebody with 2 thruft,
for thebodie feemeth to lievery open vnto him, and
ifhee doe charge you with a thruft, carry the poinc of
your Staffe ouer your bedie clofeby the greund to-
wards the other fide,and haning defended the thruft,
wrne vp the ioint of your ftaffe prefently tcowards
your enewics breaft,and charge him witha thruft : a-

aine,if yourenemy charge you with ablowe at your
l%ead,lift vp the point of your flaffe & meete the blow
halfe way,and withal,draw back your hands forfeare
of endangering your fingers: hauing ftriken away his
flaffe anfwer him againe with a thruft(as beforefaid:)
Now if your enemy charge you with a blow at your
fide, either pitch the point of your flaffe intothe
ground to dc(l:nd it, or clfe change into thy low gard
and fo croffe with him; if yourenemy de firikeafull
blow at your head,youneed notfeare ncicher of your
hands , but by firiking with your ftaffe tomeete his
_blow, you {hall defend it vpon the middle , or neere
the point of your flaffe, although hee doe firike pur-
pofely at your hand,yet can he not touch your hands.
notanyother part of your body:but vpon the defence
of your bodg draw backe your hands. Now itbeho-
ueth you to be perfe&,notonly in this gard, buralfo.
in changing your ftaffe from hand to hand,according
vo your enemies lying:to do well you thould change,
:ashee changeth , fometimes the point of your ftaffe
fhould be hanging downeby the right fide of your
body,and fometimes by the left,according to your e-
nemies lying thebeft way to make your change, is to
letyour flaffe{lippe through your hands,like a Wea-
uers
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pers (huttle , for this is_a more fpeedie change then
to thift him after the common manncr,and by alictle
pra&ifc youmay grow perfe& in it.

The bef? guardfor & darke might at Staffe.

F thou meect with thine enemic in the night,and he
charge vpon thee, the beft meansfor thy defence,

is prefently to chop vp into this high guard,cxcept
thy flaffebe of a fufficiét length,to kecp him off, with
charging the pointvpon him, or clfe the third means
is to cruft co thy heeles, bueif thou wilt truft to thine
hands,then cit¥:cr keep him off with thy point,or elfe
sboueall parts, chiclly defend thy head, which is not
co bedone, butonly by this guard, except ainan may
{ec theblowbefore it do light;now thou muft put thy
hands alirtle futther afunder, thenthou doft for the
day, that theblow may be dcfcnded,b! taking him v-
pon thy ftaffe berwixt both thy hands : ifitlightat
your head, as it is the fathion ef moft men to firike ac
the head(as I haue faid before)rather then to any part
ofthebodic. Now hauingtaken the blowe betwixe
your hands, withall, run in and clofe with him, forif
you ftand off at the lengthin fight, anictime, being
in the night, it cannot chufebutbe verie dangerous,
ifyou fuffer him to difcharge many blows, but cither
anfwer him with a thruft, or elfe clofe with him , and
wrne the buctte end of your fiaffe into his breaft or
face, as youfec occafion : now if itbeinthe day , or
thar you can feethe blow before itlight ; if your ene-
mie charge you with a blow arthe fide,meet hisblow
by carrying ouser to the other fide, & pitch the point
ofyour ftaffe in the ground, and loofe yout foremoft
hand for dangering of your fingers, buthold the h‘iin-
| Y2 er
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derhand faft at the butte end of your ftaffe. Butnow,
vpon this high guard you can not defend the falfefo
wel,nor fo furc,as whenyou lic on the low gard;forif
your enemie doe preffer a thruft on the onefide your
ftaffe, and prefently chop it home to the otherfide,
he may endanger, nay, heemay hita skilfull and cun-
ning player, cfpecially if you ouer-carricyour ftaffe
igg defence of the fained blow or thruft.

Wherefore, if you lie on the low guard with your
flaffe or pike, you (hall defend a thruft with the poine
of your weapon long before it come neareyou, & yet
your point is readic to an{fwer more fpeedily then it is
when you lie onanic other guard, but he which lieth
with his point of the ftafic or pike on the ground jhath
verie little fpace to his bodie, no more then the
Jength of his arme wherein hee holdeth his weapon :
therefore he which fuffreth a thruft to come fo neare,
it will quickelie come totheface orbodie,yet bicaufe
moft fouldicrs herctofore haue vied this fafhion of ly-
ing,andarenot experienced in the low guard, accor.
ding to the firfk PiGture of the Staffe; butif in your
praéife you vfe both,you fhall find the benefit there-
ofthebeteer; now if youframe your felfe into the hie
guard, your flaffe muft not be, in length,aboue eight
footat the moft, but rather thorter, for elfe in defen-
ding your encmies thruft, along ftaffe will hitin the
ground,and by that means, your enemies thruft may
endanger you: therefore for this high gard,you muft
looke thatyour flaffe be of thatlength, that you may
carrie the point cleane from the ground in defending

of athruft,but for the low gard it is no matter of what
bength your ftaffc be. L

Qucﬁibns
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Queftions and anfweres betwixt the

M afler and Scholler,concer-
ning the Staffe,

The Scholler.

Ouhaue given me direQions for two forts of
guards, which doc you commend beft thatl
may repofemy felfe vpon 2

The Maficr.

I commendthelow guard beft, for thatit ferueth
with the Quarter-ftaffe of feauen or cight foot,or for
the Long-flaffe of twelue foote, and for the Pike of
cighteence foote, for I haue made triall with men of
good experience which haue lien in other guards
according to their praitife, as fome at Quarter-flaffe
will lay their point vpon the ground ouerthware
their bodie, holding the butte-end of their Seaffe fo
low as their girdle-ftead : he that thus licth thebeft
waie to hit himis to proffer, or fainea thruft athis
face,and prefently put it homebelow, forheewill
carrie his Staffevp tofaue hisface , but cannot pue
him downe againe before you haue hic bim \rncr::-
neath as beforefaid, burwith quickneflfe you may hite
him in the face or breaft, and necuer falfifie your
thruftbutpuc it in fodainely , turning the heeleof
hinder hand vpward withall: and if your enemie lie
at Halfe-flaffe, holding him inthe middeft, his hands
thatfo lieth,are in danger of eueric blow thatcom-
meth,but the beft way to hithim that {o lieth without
danger to thy fclfe, is with a fal{e thruft, and thatis to

Y 3 proffer
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rofferiron the one fide of his flaffe, and to pue ic
gomc on the other,according to the dire&ion of the
falfe play that followeth:but firft let me make an end
. of thatwhich I haue begunne , and fo wee will pro-
cced,fome willlic with the Long-ftaffe, or Pike with
che pointon the ground , and the butteend fo high
as his head or higher;indeed this hath beene and is
common fight with the Pikeamongft the fouldiers,
and the defence of this guard cither for blew or
thruft, is co fwerue his vper-hand , this way, or thac
way,according as he feeth the danger of the oppref-
fors aflault,and then prefently launch out the Staffe
ot Pike by lifting them vp, vpon the out-fide of theit
foote or clfe by gathering him vp on their left arme,
and fo launch him out as aforefaid: he that victh this
vard,muflt be firong, and verica&iue, and nimble,
ut whatfoeuer heebe,high or low , weake or firong,

‘thelow guard is beft.
The Scheller,

If che low guard be fo firong for my defence what

needhaue I to learne any other?
The Mafler.

Itiscrue , aman can bebut fure if hee pra&ifeall
the daics of hislife, but it is notamiffe fortheeto
know more then cucr thou fhalt haue occafion
to vfe; for having the perfe& vie of the low and high
guard,you may clofe with any Staffe man, if you

‘thinke you can make your partic good with him
whenyou haue clofed. |
The Scholler,

I pray you dire& me the beft manner of clofing.

The Mafier,
When you encounter with any man that hatha
Staffe,
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Staffe,3 Welch-hooke ;ora Halbert, and your felfe
being armed with any one of thefe weapons, prefent
a thruft to the face of your enemie ,and withall, fol-
low it in withyour hind-moft footcalfo;and asyou
increachin,clap vp your Staffs into the high guard,
and yeu (hall carric your enemics point ouer your
head by that meanes , but you muK notbeflackin
following ofit in, for hee willbeare the point of his
weapon {o high to defend his face, thathe cannotre-
couer his Staffeby no meanes to endanger you, and
when you haue made your clofe, youmay turne the
But-end of your Staffc in his face if you lift, or you
may trip vp his heeles, ifyou be cunning in wreft-
ling:but if hee haue any fhort weapons aiout him,
thenI with you to take him about the middle and
vn-arme him of it, or elfeto hold him faft thachee
hurt you not, but if you bee armed wich a Bill or
a Hooke, then in yourhalfe-clofe you may fall away
turning the edge of your Bill or Hooke towardshis
legge, and fo Ey a drawing blow rake him 6uer the
fhins, and keeping vp the But-end of the Staffe for
the defeace of your ownehead, andfoyou may fall
out ofhis diftance,and recouer your guard before he
canany way cndanger you.

If your enemie clofe with you after this manner,
and doc offer the But-end of his Staffe vnto your
face or breaft, chen fall backe with your fore foore,
and make 2 quicke change, and you fhall hauc him
atgreat aduancage,both for defenceand likewife to
tutne in the But-end of your Staffe vacohis face or
brealt,and ifyou lift this is a fure defencefor fuchan
afflaule, belecueit, for 1knowit, hethat is perfe&in
thelow guard, may with a Seaffe encounter a.gai?_ﬁ

the
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the Welch-hooke,Holbert,Partizan,or Gleave,and
1 hold that a Staffe with 2 Pike to hauve oddes againft
any fuch long weapon, being equally matchedin
length, for oddes inlengeh with any weaponis verie
much aduantage , where 1 wifh if any doe appoint
the ficld with any of thefe aforefaid weapons, it is ne¢
amifle for theone of them to condition to bring a
hatchet or fome other edged toole inte the field
tocutthelongefk ftaffe, except you march thembe-
forc hand.
The Scholler.

1 pray you letme here your reafon,for many chinke
that thehooke or any edged weapen hath great ods
againfk the Seaffe.

T be Maffer.

Indeed without cunning and skill, the Welch-
hooke, and thefe other weapons are more fearefull
vato the ignorant , "but hee that is cunning in the
falfe play andflippes, belonging vnto the Staffe may
with 2 falfe thruft or with flipping his blow endan gee
anyother,being weaponed with any other of thefe
weapons sforefaid. For if you falfific your thruft
according to my dire&ionin the falfe play, thatis,
to proffer your thruft on the one fide, and then to
put home the fecond determined throft vnro the
other fide of his weapon, and then if your enemy
haue a Hooke , Halbert, or Bill in defending the
fallethehead of his weaponwillfo ouct- carrie him
by the reafon of the weight , that hee cannot com-
mand him nimbly backe againe, whereby to defend
the falfe , if your enemy bee armed with a Hooke,
Helbertor Partizan or Gleaue s if hee charge you
witha blow, then flippe his blow, cither by placking

in
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in of your Staffc , keeping of the point vpright vaill
his blow be paft, and thenyoumay anfwere hima-

aine, cither withblow orchruft , for by flippinga
Elow, the weight of the head of any of thefe afore-
faid weapons will goewith fucha fwingthac icwill
turnc his body ins manner round , I meanebeyond
the compafie of defence.

Againcif you thinke that your face is outof his
reach,he which chargeth you with ablow with any
of thefe aforefaid weapons, you may let fall the point
of your ftaffe , fo that his blow may paffe cleere
eucr your ftaffe, and fo choppe home a thruft withall
vnder your enemies weapons,and then recouerthe
point of your Staffe vp haftily againe.

The Scholler,

What if I bee armed with any of thefe weapons
aforefaid, what guard will your dire& meero frame
my f{elfe vato?

The Mafier.

Iftill commend the low guard foranylong wea.
pen,whether itbe Staffe,Pike,Hooke, Halbert,Par-
tizan or Gleaue , my reafon isthe point being fo
high as your head, and the But-end fo lowasyour
thigh, thea is your weapon more readierro defend
either blow or thruft, if you bee charged neuerfo
fodainely, whereasif your point hang downe-wards
soward the ground, you can ncucrlig him vpquick
againeto defead your thruft, buta blow maybe de-
fended cafily, for that a blow commeth more leafu-
rably, forwhy it is fetche witha greater compaffe,
anda thruft goceth with farre more celerity theaa
blow,being putin cunningly, but of thefe weapons
fhall follow more at large in the fecond booke.

yA Now
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Now if thy encmie haue oddes in Iengthin his
Staffe , then let thy enemie make the ficft affaule,
and vpon defence of his affaulc fteppe forth with
thy hindermoft foote , and fo thou fhalt gaine fixe
foote atthe leaft inrcach, butif your ftaues bee both
of onelength, then vpon a charge or anfwere, in.
creafc in onely with thy fore foote , and ftand faft
with thy hinder foote, onely to plucke backe thy
bodyagaine, and if thoumake the firft affault, and
thy enemic defend it, and fo hee make a fodainean-
fwere, thenit wilbe hard to recouer vp thy flaffe
into his place, to defend it according to the low
guard:but fora fodaine fhift the beft defenceisbea.
ring your vpper-hand ouer yourbody, and letting
your point fall to the ground, according to the
olde common order of the fight with the Pike, at
fingle hand,I meane,hand to hand, or I may fay, man
to man.

The Scholler.

I pray you how would you dire@ mee to frame
my guard with my ftaffe, if I were to encounter with
my encry,being armed with Sword and Dagger,or
Rapierand Dagger ?

- The Mafler.

I hold thelow guard beft, charging thy pointdi-
reQly totheenemies breaft, and alwaies hauea fpe-
ciallregard, that thou poffer netablow, forfo hee
may defend it doubleon the Back-fword and Dag-
ger,and rusac invnder the Staffe, likewife if thou
proffer a thruft, let not thy Staffe loofé out of thy
fore-hand but hold him faft, that thereby thou maift
hee the more readic to charge him againe , and
againeif hee encroach in vpon thee , for if thou let

goe.
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goe onc hand then may thy enemic very well defend
the thruft of a ftaffe, according as I hauedire&ed
in the defcription of the Rapierand Dagger,concer-
ning the ftaffe, for with that one defence, being ex-
perienced in it,thou maift endanger any Staffe-man,
that is not wary , and withall, well experienced in
both thefe weapons, fo thatthou take thy oppostu--
nity vpon his affaule, I meanin anfwering him quick,
fo {oone as you haue defended his affauls, whether e
beblow or thrult.

Now if thy enemic doe firike ac the point of thy
Staffe , thinking to cut him off, then, as you fee his
blow comming , let fall the point of your Staffe, 2ad

refencly chop home a chruft, for in fo doing his
Elow will flie oucr your Sraffe, as by your praétife
youmay beperfe in this flippe , forfowee callir.
I haucknowen a man with a Sword and Daggerhath
eut off the end of aPike-flaffe , burlhold himanig-
norant and an vnskilfull man,thac hath held che flaffe,
for though I hold, that a man skilfull atthe Sword
and Dagger may eacounter againft a reafonable
Staffe-man, the fame opinion I hold ftil, and my rea-
fons thou fhale heare;if extreame need require, and
vpon ancceffity , thenthe beft meanesis to bevied
wherfore to be furnifhed with the beft means before
hand at the time of neede , it may greatly ftead thee,
for cuery common man hath not knowledgeof the
beftrule, except hee haue learnedit and pradifed
itby thofc which could fhew i, for it commeth not
by naturc to none!, yet cuery ignorant dunce, when
hecis perfwaded to goe learne skill , willfay, when
Iamput to my fhift I will doe the befIcan: foa
man may, and yet withoue skill bee killed, altho%gh
Z 2 ce



148 The Schocle of Defenee.
hee doc his beft , my opinion further of this follow-
cth.

Now the beft guard with a Sword and Dagger,
orRapier and Dagger againft a Staffc, is this , pue
your Dagger on the in-fide of your Rapier or
Sword , and joyne them both together, making
your croffe with them within a foote or theteabouts
of the hilt of your Rapier or Sword, and looking
cleerc with both your eyes vnderthem, or betwixe
both your weapons, and then if your enemy charge
youwith ablowat yourhead with his Staffe,beare
themboth double againft the blow , and hauing de-
fendedit, wurne your point and turne your knuckles
inward of your right-hand , and fo to gocin amaine
vpon him. |

But ifhee charge you withs thruft , then prefent-
ly let fall the point of your Rapier downe-ward,
and force him downe the more {tronger, and more
quicker with your Dagger, for to that end I doe ap-
point you to put your Dagger in the in-fide of
your Rapier or Sword. Loc in this manner you
may defend cither blow or thruft of the Staffe , yet
I muft needes confefle, there is great oddes in
the Staffe, if the Staffe-man bee verie skilfull | bue
otherwife the Rapicer and Dagger hath the oddes be-
iog furnithed wich skill.. |

Falfeplay to be vfed at she Staffe.

IF youbothlicin the low gard,according vnto my
, formerdirection, then proffer or faine athruft va-
to your enemics face to the fairef {ide ofthe ftaffe,
Which to your fecming lieth moft open or vngardbcd.

ue.
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but th prefently in the fame motionlet fall the poine
ofyour ftaffe fo low as his girdle:fted fo that you may
pale cleare vader the But end of his ftaffe; for if with
any part of his ftaffc hetouch or intangle your flaffe,
then you can not putin your falle fo direitly 2s you
fhould, orasyou may, if you pafle cleare with your
ficft offer , then may youbring vp your pointonthe
other fide of his ftaffe, and thrufting it home, you
may hic himin the (houlder orface, as you will your
felfe, yea although hebe verie skilfull or cunning,fo
that you haue the true firoke of it : as to make it plai-
ner, then in offering your falfe, doe but fall the point
of your ftaffe, firiking it as it wereablowe , buclerit
fall ewo foote wide of that fide, which lieth open,and
then bring it vp againe on the other fide. and pueitin
withathruft , for hee will carrie his ftaffe to defend
;rour falle,and fo by that meanes open the fidewhich

ieth well guarded , and alwaies marke which part of
your enemiesbodie lieth open or moft difcoucred
vnto you, there proffer you your fained chruft, firft to
the faireft, but hit him with yourfecond or determi-
ned thruft to the contrarie fide, and if you faine your
thruft o theright fide,then thraft it home to thelefe,
and if you faine your thruft to the left fide, then put it
hometo theright , and you may hit him in the breaft,
fhoulder,or face, whether you lift your{elfe, fo thar
iou proffer your fained thruft three foote wide of his

odie,forif in offering your fained thruft,he hit your
ftaffe it will fo intangle your point, that you cannot
secoucr him to hit him with your determined thruft,
forbefore you can cleare your point, hewill be in his
guard of defence againe.

Z3 The
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The defemce of this falfethrufl,

His thruftis to be defended two waies , the ficfk
is to beare him againft your enimies proffer,but
hauga carethat you doe not ouer-beare him, fo

thacif he mock you wich his fained thruft on the one
fide,you muft quickliebring your ftaffe backe againe
into his place,to meer him when he commeth on the
other fide of his ftaffe, and fo to defend it, keeping
our point vpright : now the fecond defence is to
zcarc your ftaffc oucr your bodie againtt his proffer,
as you doc againft cucric ordinaric thruft; for you
muft fuppofe that eueric thruft will come home , for
the defender doth not know if his cnimy doe proffer
a thruft,whether it will come home or noc s cherefore
(as1faid) youmufi beare your ftaffe againft cucrie
thruft, but you fhouldbeare your flaffe butafoore
out of his placc,whether icbc againft blow or thruft -
for if you ouer-carrie him, you can not recouer him
to defend neither blowe nor thruft, ificbe falfified
vpon you. Now if your enemic doe falfifie vpon his
fuft proffer, carrieyour ftaffe oner yourbodie, kee-
pingthe point vprightagainft his firft proffer : now
vpon your offcr of defence , ar the firft you fee chae
you make no feifure vpon his ftaffe, then prefently
you may perceiue he doch bue dallie with you, onlig
to deceiue you with falfe play, but then your proffer
of defence,borh for the true and f3lfe play, muftbeall
done with one motion ; for if you fee that with the
fuft proffer abous he thorten his thruft, without put-
ting ithome, then turne downe che point of your
fiaffe towards the ground, and meete himbelow, and

fo
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{o frike it away, butbe furc that you defend alwaices
?cf‘orc hand ; for toftrikeitbackeward is no fure de-
ence.

Yet to make this fore-hand defence plainer, why
then it is thus meant,if your righe hand‘laac placed for-
moft in holding your flaffe,, then you muft defend
both the true play, and the falfe towards yourleft
hand, but you muft not defend the firft proffer for-
ward , and thenext, which may bee the falfe thruft,
backe-ward butboth mufi be defended rowards your
left{ide : and fo likewife,if your left hand be formoft,
then frame your defence towards your righefide, as
beforefaid.

Now ifyou cannot change hands , as (it may be)
our enemice can, thenkeepe your guard vpon thae
and which you canbeft ve, and you fhall finde thae

bechathvery little oddes after you hauc pradifed it 2
while ; for you may offer or defend anie falfe play fo
well asif you lay croffc handed onc to the other.

A falfeblowe.

Ow, if you would hit your enemie onthe head

with ablow,you muft proffer a falfe blow at the

head, asit youwould firike him downe at the
firft ; butwhen itis come halfe way , ftay yourhand,
or checke your blow before it meet with his ftaffe for
he will beare his flaffc againft yourblow, thinking to
defend it ftrongly , beforeit come te endanger him ¢
but the checking of the firft blow wil be an occafion,
that he wil ouer-carry his ftaffe beyond the compafle
of true defence, fo that you may prefently come with-
afccond blowe, and fisike it home ouer the point l:: |
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bis fiaffe , fo by this determined blow , you may hit
him on the head or face.

A Slippe at a Staffe.

F your enemie charge you with a blow,you lying in
I your guard according to the Pi&ure , cuen as you

fce the blow comming , plucke in your flaffe , and
withall, withdraw your head and bodic alitcle backe,
bearing your ftaffc , during the time while the blowa
hath his paflage, clofe vpright by that fide of your
face which your enemie chargeth you at , to defend
that fide, if the blow doe reach home, butifit doe
pafle thore, and goe cleare of you, without touching
your ftaffc,then will his ftaffe flic away with the grea-
ter{winge, fothatit will paffe beyond compaffe of
truc defence s bueif itbea Welch-hooke , oranie o-
ther head weapon , thenwill the flipping of his blow
beamore occafion of the ouer-carrying hisblow, by
¢arrying his body round,fo that his blow being paft,
you may prefently charge him with a blow at the
head, or thruft him in thebacke , fo that it bedone
quickebefore your cnemie doe recouer his weapons
into their place of defence. |

Another falfifie,

Ou may profera downe-right blow at your ene-
mies head, fetching him witha great compalfle,

fo that it may feeme to your cnemic, that you
‘meane to firike him downe, butas your blow is com-
ming, draw backe your hand and chan eyour blow
10toa thruft,and chopping home to his breaft or any
otherpart of hisbody, that youwillyourfelfe, for
ke willbearc his Staffcto defend theblow » Imeane

if
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if hee be not very skilfull and cunning, the whichif
hedoe,hee can but defend himfelfe,the which to doe
he muft be very wary when he beareth his ftaffe to
defend then theblow, fo thache doe not ouer-carrie
his flaffe, and yet to beare him a little and thento
checke his Staffe , and bereadie to sume downethe
point to defend the thruft, bue he that is skilfull will,
or fhould chop outa thruft if his encmicdoc prof-
fer ablow , and the thruft {hould be putour with one
haod,and to loofe the other, I meane with that hand
which holdeth the But-end of the Staffe, for fo thou
fhalt keepe him out at the point of thy Staffe ; for
then the blow cannot endanger thee , except there
be great oddesin thelength of your ftaues,for com-
monly he that ftriketh, holdeth both his handsvpon
his Staffe when hee deliucreth his blow, whereby

there is three foote oddes in reach betwixt the fri-
kerand he which thrufteth.

«Awother very deceining falfe thruft
as the Staffe.

Hy enemie lying in guard, proffer a fained

thruft towards his foote, and then prefemtly

raife thy point againe,and thruft if hometo his
face orbreft, for if hee tume downe the point of his
Staffe to faue the falfe thruft below , then if he were
neuer fo cunning, or neuer fo fireng , yet can he not
put vp his Staffe time enough to defend his vpper
part; and therefore not to turne downe the point, if
thy enemy doe proffer a'thruft below is the more
{ureft, but if athruftbec madebelow or abouethe
tnee, plucke vp thy legge, and cither thruft with him,
a or
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or heepe vp thy Staffe to defend thy vpper pare,
which are the killing places , rather then to turne
him downe to defend thy legge or foote, wherein is
not fo greatdanger of death as the body being hit,
butat the Staffe all parts may be defended with skill,

The guard for the Sword and Dagger, the whick
Sor furene(fe wee will call the
Caflle-guard.

R i

Mighe heare in this place difcribe many wardes
or guards, at the Sword and Dagger, asthe Looke-
ward, the Iron-ward , the Hanging-ward, the
Croffe-ward, three high guards, the Low-guard,the
Broad-ward. I willa little touch them all,or the moft

Farcofthemwith words,although not with pi&urch,
ut
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butin the next Impreflion more atlarge, both with
words and with piQures.

But now chicfly ac this time I will proceed only
with this Caftle-guard, or Back-fword-guard accor-
ding to the piGure,forwith the skilof this one guard
thou maift fafely encounter againit any man, which
victhary other of the forefaid guards, forthisoiie
guardbeing perfe&ly learned thou maift defend chy
felfe with great aduantage.

Now for themanner of the framing thy feifeinto
this guard,thou muft beare out thhe hiltof thy fword
afoote fromthy body, folow as the pocket of thy
hofe, andright out from thy thigh, andthy Dagger
outright at the armes end, and thy Dagger hilt cuen
with thy left cheeke,but barely looking ouer the vp-
per pare of thy Dagger hilt, and the points of both
thy Sword and Dagger a little bowing eachtothe
other,and clofe aboue, butopen thy hilts fo broad
below as thoumaift fee cleerely thy enemicbecwixe
them both,as at Rapier and Dagger before is difcri-
bed,for both at Rapier and Dagger , the guardsare
both verie neere alike, butonely for the carriage of
thy Rapicr hand and foote,a little neerer thy body
then at Sword and Dagger,the reafons are, and fhall
be made plaine vatethee, as’ in reading thou fhale
finde it , for both at Rapier and Dagger, andat
Sword and Dagger, aman fhould bee prepared as
well at the one, as the other to defend achruft in
fight{o well as ablow , and exceptthe Rapier point
bebornefomething high, he isnotready to defend
ablow, asby this guard thus being placed,asafore-
faid,thy Sword oncly being bome out againt the
blow,will defendall thy right-fide, boththy head,

. Aa 2 and
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and dewae to thy knce , without mooning him but
if thy encmie doe charge thee with ablow ar thy Jefe-
fide whether he firike to thy head or fide, then beare
both thy Sword and thy Dagger oucr thy body, to-
wards thy lefi-fide, and withall 1doeaduife thecto
hauea care to carry both the hilt and point lenell,
even as thou lieftin thy guard, forif thou carry thy
Eile of thy Sword oucr thy body towards thy lefe-
fide,and turne thy point Back-ward , thenbothit
Sword and Dagger,and at Rapier and Dagger,thy
head isendangered , forthen thou haftbura fingle
ward for thy head , I meanc thy Dagger onely,and
that is no fure defence for the head, if thy pradtife
were neuer fo much, but both being borne together,
according vntothe Backe-fword rule, thou fhaltde-
fend both thy head and body downe to thy knee
very firongly,and thylegge muftfaue himfclfeby a

quick pulling vp of thy foote.
Thy weapons Likewife at Sword and Dagger,youmay feryour
thus placed  fecteafoote diftance one right before the other, the
thou thak find other which I doe not allow of atRapier and Dag-
thybody gat- oer affo you muft keepe the point of your Sword on

k< 2 pta- . ‘ -

foncr berve the in-fide of yonr Dagger , and halfea foote higher
o kjfﬁ?:{s. then your Dagger point,cfpecially if you play at the
Y 4 °;h,‘° blunt,but in fight as atRapierand Dagger, then you
right-ide,and muitfo excrcife your foore, thatyoumay pluck him
;}c‘{:d‘gg" the yp nimbly againft euery blow that commeth, other-
o wifcifyou doc keepe them fo neareas my dire&tion
is at Rapierand Dagger,thenisyour foote fure with-
out plucking of him vp ; beare your head vpright,
" bowing rather to the right-fholder, thento thelefr,
but not forward atany weapon, but your body bow-
ing forward, and keepe your poings clofe together,
| - and
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and your-Sword-point on the infide of your Dagger
point (asbefore-faide) and thehilt of your Dagger
fromyourleft cheeke , rightat the armes end , with.
outbowing of your elbow ioynt, and your Dagger
roint floping , or bowing towards your right fide,

ooking with both your eies betwixt your weapons,
looke not ouer your weapons with neither of your
eiesat snichand; your weapons placed, and your
bodiefetled (asaforefaide) then (hallyou findeno
fart of yourbodie difcouered or vnguarded, buton-

ic your left fide from the Dagner arme downewards,
and that you muft haueacare vato , and defenditin
this manner.

If your enemic charge you with ablow, defend
your {clfc by bearing the edge of your Sword againft
it, and alittle beare your Dagger againit the blow al-
fo, onclyto giuc allowance for the yeelding of your
Dagger, if theblow fhould chaunce to light at your
head , for your guard fimply of himfclfe doth defend
but a weakelblow; if you ftand ftocke ftill at your gard
as a wrift blow a droppe or 2inite, which commeth
with fmall force, though they come with more fpeed
then any other blow, your guard willdefend with-
out moouing yout weapons. Now other blowes
which (hall come with greater force, confume more
timc,and doefercha greater compafle, infomuch as
their forceis greater,you fhal perceiue them the plai-
ner, towhich fide cheblow will come, andif to the
right fide,then fwarucboth wepons againft the blow,
and if to the left fide,dolikewife(kecping vp the point
of your fword , for that will defend from the head
downe totheknee, and thekneeandleg whichyen
ftand formoft vpon , you muft defend by plucking

Aa 3 | them
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themvp, and yourfword will defend the hindmalft
legge , iftheblow (hould chance toreach fo farre by
taking itneere the hile, vpon the edge of yourbacke.
fword as aforefaid, for if you put downe the point of
your fword tofaue your legge, then youleaue your
hcadandyourface vaguarded;for when you fee your
encmic charge you withablow , there is no ruleto
bc (hewen ro know where the blow will ligh, varill ir
doelight : butthisaffure yourfelfe , the blow muft
hauealighting place; for when the fword is vp,where
he will fall there is no rule to be thewen, for when the
blow is charged , it commeth fo fwife and lighteth
where the ftriker thinketh good;wherefore arme your
fclfe todefend cucrie place, whether it commeth a-
boucorbelow ; forif you turne downe the poine of
your fword before-hand, thinking the blow will light
atyour legge, for fo you muft doc if you will defend
him with yourfword,otherwifc you cannot be downe
quicke enough, for theblow will pafle more fpeediar
then the turning of a hand ; wherefore Iwithyou to
faueyourlegge by plucking of him vp, and open not
yourhead, 1a hopeto faue your legge , and fo faue
neitherof them , for the head is the principall place
thatyour encmie will firike ar; thercfore keepe your
pointsalwaies vpright, and in their place,according
tomy dire&ion following the firf PiGure ; and like-
wileas heere Thaue defcribed it, foririsnot enough
toknow the place of your weapous , but alwaiesto
continuc them in their place, except itbeatthe verie
inftant time of your defence, and offence : but if you
make play to offend your enemie, recouer your weas
pons into your guard fpeedily againe whether you
hit or miffe : Nowin ftriking thy blow, letnot thy
Sword
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Sword fwing vnderthine arme by over-firiking thy
blowe, but-winde-him vp prefently into his place a-
gainc; alwaies keepe the points clofe, and defend
the blow double:for fo doing the point df your fword
will be a great firengthening vnto your Dagger , for
hee thacdoth truft to defend a blow with the Dagger
onely , may bedeceiued, ifhis cunning were neuer-
fo good; for if the blow fhould light nere the poine
of your Dagger , by reafon of the (harpene(le and
weakenefle of the Dagger, it may glide ouer,and hit
him that is skilfull,if his cunning were neuer fo good:
likewife , the blow may hit him vaderthe Dagger-
arme , which trufteth to the Dagger , excepthee vie
the defence of hisbacke-{fword, for which both toge-
ther a weake man, yea, a2 boymaydcfend a {trong
man withboth, fornoman isable to charge ablow
with one hand, it his force were neucr {o great, bue
onc thatis verie weake and skilful of the Back-fword,
may defend himfelfe double (asaforefaid) for hethat
chargeth with onehand, averiewrerchisable ro de-
fend with both, hauving skill and pra&ifec in all fafhi-
ons, for when onc cannot hitthee,yct another whofe
fathion thou art vnacquainted with may hit thee, bue
being experienced in many weapons , and in many
guards, and praifing with many men, then if thou
haue an occafion to anfwer any one whichtheu neuer
faweft before,thou wilt prefently call to minde , that
hee can but firike and thruft : therefore being prepa-.
red before hand, then fo foone as thou fecft his gard
andcharge,thou knoweft thy defence.

Now (asIhauefaid before) youmuft be carefull
inyourdefence, and fo fopneas you come within

the reach of your enemie, prepare your felfe into
| your
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your guard, to defend euerie part both fromblowe
and thruft, defending the blow with the Backe-fword
{o low as your knee, and the point helping to fireng-
then the point of your Dagger : thenif your encmie
charge you with a blowe, you muft nor prepareto
ftrikewith him, for fo you may be hure, and then fay
afterward, I thought hee would haue ftrucke at mine
head , and fo neuer reckon vponyourf{idenor your
legge, orifyou fhould thinke he would haucftrucke
atyourlegge , and fo ncuerregard yourhead : Butl
fay you muft notdeale vpon thought,but vpon afure
guard, anditis not fufficient, toknow your guard of
defence, but you muftkeepe him, for if your enemie
haue once hit you for want of keeping your guard, it
will be too late for you to remember your defence
afterwards , therefore looke to it afore theblow doth
light ; or if you fight at Rapier and Dagger, you
muft lonke for both blow and thruft, for your cne.
mic may ftrike wich his Rapicr, and hityou ifyoudo
not looke fora blow, and when you are hit, itis too
late to fay, I thought he would not haue ftrucke with
his Rapier. Againe,at Sword and Dagger, it may be
your encmic will thruft, and you muft not fay, I
thoughe he would notthruft, for cueric onewill, in
a quarrell ; do what his affe&ion leadeth him beftva-
to, except healter his affe&ion by pra&ife.

Heeve folleweth the chiefeft blowes at Sword and
Dagger,and she maner by to
perferme them.

Ow for thy beft aduantage , in as plaine maner,
as by words I can expreflc them, amongft ma-
ny other blowes, wee will heere obferue tgncfc

three:
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three: thefirft, a wriftblow,a halfeblow, and a quar-
terblow ; eucricone of thefemuftbee vfed intheir
time and place (as this) fometimes with a wriftblow,
thou maieft fpeed thine enemic when thou canft not
hit him with a halfe blow,nor with a quarterblow,be-
caufe there isin the deliucring of cither of the two
latblowes, moretimefpent, for cucrie blow excee-
deth each other, inforce, and in quickenefle 3 chis
wrift blow will hit thine enemie cicher head or face,
ifhis points licanie thing open, or on cither fide of
his head, ifhe doe looke ouer cither of his weapons :
for althoughhe doe fee it comming nenerfo plaine,
yet hecannot preuent it, ithee had Arges cies, ifhis
weapons be butan inch too lowe, but if your cnemie
doclie more open, then youmay charge him with
a halfeblow, or a full quarterblow. butthe quar-
terblow fcructh beft forthe legge. If thine enemie
doc incroach or gather in vpon thee, then firike
downe to his legge and beare vp thy Dagger ouer
thy head, with the pointfomething floping towards
thy right fhoulder , forfothy Dagger will faue thy
head , and the pointof thy Sword will hichimon the
legge in his owne comming , and the vpper pare of
thy Sword will defend thine owne legge,ithe charge
thee inthine owne affault 5 butfo foone as thouhaft
firicken thy blow, recouer thy guard haftily againe :
the quarter blowe doth fetch a compaffe about the
head, thac although hee come firong , itis not fo
quickas many other : nowthercisa mfbin(g?lawc,
which the vnskilfull do vfe much, and with thatblow
thou maicft hit thy ememic vaderthe Dagger arme,if
hebe not skilfull,with his Back-fword forthere isno
other defence forit, but the Backe-fwerd opelie.

‘ Bb ~ Then
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Then there isawhirling blow, & thatis after thou
haft weft thy Sword , or flouri(hed him ouer thine
head twiceorthrice, thou mayeft deliver thy blowe,
cither to the head or legge , or to what placethou
{eclt moft for thincaduantage, for it is fuchan vn-

_certaine blow, thathe muftbe 2 good player that de-
fendeth i,

Alfo there is abacke blow which is to bemade two
waics, the oneisa plaine Dunftableway, thatis, to
ferch thy fword fro off thy lefe thoulder,& foto ftrike
itto the right fide of thy enimies head, orto the out-
fide of his right leg,but the cunningeft way is to bow
thy Sword-clbow ioynt,& with thy knuckles vpward,
and thy Sword hilt fo high as your eare, and thenby

 eurning of your fword hand wrift,bend,or proffer the

point of thy Sword witha blow towards your enc-
mies Dagger eare , but prefently turning your wrift,
bringing ﬁuc middeft of your Sword clofe ouer the
crowne of thy head , and witha compafleblow, ftri-
king it home to his Sword care , or to the outfide of
hislegge : I cannot with wordes make this blowe fo
plaineas Iwould, for I would gladly the ignorant
fhould vnderfland it, forof all the blowes of true
play, this is thebeft, for you may likewife faine it va.
to the out-fide of your enemies head, and frike it
home tothe other, or vato hls fide.

Here followeeth she falfeplay at Sword and Dagger.
Fyour enemiebe in this guard, as I hauc heere de-
{cribed by falfe play, youmay caufehim to open
hisguard , butifhe licvpon any other guard, tEcn
you neede not to falfific , for you may hit him with

true play.
If
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Ifyon would hit your enemie on the right fide of
the head, then firike 2 blow to hisfoote, bue firike
it fomewhat fhore, then prefently bring it with 2
back blow te his right eare,the which wilbevaguar-
ded, by reafon of the carrying his Sword to faue his
lefefide, if heebenotthe better grounded with ex-
perience.

And if you would hit him on the fide of his head,
then thrufta full chruftae his bellie, tumingyeur
knuckles inward , and hee will put downe his Dag-
ger to defend it, butthen, fo foone as yeu haue offe-
red yeur thruft, prefently bring vp your Sword clofe
vp by the out-fide of his Dagger- elbow, andwitha
wrift blow ftrike him on the eare or head , keeping
your knunckles inward, till the blow be deliuered
with this blow you may hit 2a good Player,but indced
itis nota very ftrong blow. Now to hit thy enemie
in the foote, is to thruft two or three thrufts fhore at
his face, and then fall it downe to the legge or
the feotewithablow, for the feare of the daunge-
ring of his facewith a thruft will make him forget his

legge. -
gEnOthcr way is to firike a backe blow ftrongly to
his Sword eare, and prefently fall it downe to his
foote, forheefeeingit cometo hishead, notonein
twentie, but will wincke, and before he open his cics
againe, you may hithim vpon hisfooteor legge.
Butthe chict{ﬁ blow of all forthelegge, is rolift
vp the heele of your Sword hand higher then your
head, and tip in the peint oucr your enemics Sword,
as though you would hit him in the right eie,but pre-
fently bring downe your Sword witha full bloweto
the in-fide of his legge, for Lhis blowin offeri af-;
Bb 2 o
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Yoft , will fure make him winke and deceiue a skilfull
man , and if in the lifting vp of your Sword, you fay,
Beware your foote,, it will feruc to bim , thatyeugo
aboutto hit himon the head , fo hee will life vp his
weapons to faue the head , but thisblow being cun-
ningly deliuered commeth downe to the legge, with
fuch celeritic and violence , that hee cannot preuent
it , except hee hathbeene vfed to it with much pra-
&ife, butit feldome mifleth if it be cunningly deli-
uered.

Yet thereis another deceitfull blow for thelegge
orfoote, thatis, to ftrikeabackeblow to thefword
care (asbefore-faide) ftepping out your foote with
rl)ur blow alittle, and fee that your blow reach but to

is Sword, it is enough , but haftily plucke backe
your foote, and your Sword in their place,and pro-
uide to charge him witha blow to the foote, ashee
cometh into anfwer your firft blow : now in firikin
at his legge, be alittle before hand ;for ashe makctg
amotion of lifting vp bis Sword to chargeyou, ftep
in withthe fame motion, and infalling your point to
hislegge , youfaue yourowne legge, if hedo firike
atyour legge , then the Daggermuftae fuchatime,
defend your head fingle , which you may very well
doe, ifyoubeare him alittle the higher, butwithall,
eurnethe Dagger point downe towardes the right
fhoulder.

Alfo , youmay deceiuefome, with cafting your
eies downe, and looking to his foote, and prefently
firike ithome to his head, for with your eie you may
deceiue him which is not perfed in this deceit,

- Certaime
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Certaine veafons why thoa maift not frikewith
thy weapon in fight .

THc firft dangeris defcribed following the firft

pt&ure in thisbooke,and in this manner,the de-

feador is to take the blow double, or on the
Back-{word onely, and then prefently to chargehim
againe with the point , with the which the defender
may hic the firiker in the face breft or thigh,as he will
himfelfc, the like maybe done witha ftaffe, firft,de-
fend the blow,and anfwere quick witha thruft.

The next danger,if itbewith a fword, is this,thou
maift breake or bow him , or he may {lip out of the
hilts , any of thefe dangers may happenat the very
firft blow that thou ftrikeft, and if itbe a ftaffcitmay
likewife be broken, or the pike may flic out, and then
thou art not affured whether thy enemy vponfuch
anoccafion will take the aduantage vpon thee, if
fuch achancedoc fall out, therefore beware of ftri-
king. |
Agn other hazard by ftriking is vnto the ftriker,, if
his enemiethe defender doe but flippe his blow by
alictle with-drawing of his body backe ,‘cuen as hee
feeth the blow come, and fo Ifay by alictlewith-
drawing the body ,and alfo by plucking in his wea.
Eons, he that ftriketh the blow will ouer-fway his

ody beyond the compafle of true defence,and fo the
blowbeing paft,charge him prefently with athruft,
for he thar ftriketh his blow will carric hisbodyin a
manner round, fo thattheblow be not defended,but
letlippe, as aforefaid , and then youmay hit him in
the backe , either withablew orthruft, if yontake
Bb 3 yous
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your opportunity in making a quicke anfwere,as
more at large of this flight 1 hauethewen in the falfe
play at cach weapon,-alfo divers reafons heereand
there in this booke, concerning the difaduantage of
ablow.

The Authors epinion concerning the oddes betwixt
aleft-handed manand aright-banded

mIAR.

Left-handed man being skilfull hath oddes
Aagainﬂa right-handed man being skilfull like-
wife , oncreafon is a left-hand manis alwaies

vfed vnto a right-haaded man, buta right-handed
man doth feldome meete with a left-handed man, for
in Schooles or fuch places , where play is,2a man may
play with forty men ,and notmeete with too left-
handed men,except itbe a great chance,another rea-
{on is,when a right-handed man doth offer or make
play,firftvnto the Icft-handed man,then doth he en-
danger the right-{ide of his head , although hee doc
beare his Dagger to the right-fide, yetit dothnot
defend fo firong , nor fe fure, asit doth the left,yet
votoone that is well inftru@ed with the erue skill of
the Back-fword,and other rules which belongeth for
the beft aduantage againft a lcfi-hand, itwilbethe
lefle dangerous or troublefome vato fuch a one, for
he wil prefently cal himfclfe to minde,when be fecth
thathe is to encouuter againtt 2 lefr-handed man,
he will frame himfelfe prefently to the betk guard of
deferice for that purpofe which is the Back-fword,
for that is the chicfeft weapon to be grounded injnot
onely a left-hand, buc many other weapons hauethe
tue
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true firoke of that weapon, and are guided onelyby
therules of the Back-fword,euen as the helme guids
_the fhip, now if thou offer play, firft to the left-han-
decd man, thou muft be carefull and heedy toreco-
ucr vp thy Back fword againe, prefentlyinto his
lace fo quickeas thou canft,or elfe turne ouer your
agger to the right-care, thefe very rules likewife
muft a left-handed mar obferue to encounter againft
aright-handed mnan, yet furthermore I haue knowne
fomeright-handed men,that were very skilfull, and
verie ready if it had beenc to encounter againft a
right-handed man, but by no meanes would not
dealewith a left-handed man, and this was for wane
of agood teacher : for the teacher thould inftru&
cucry one which they doeteachby playing with his
lefi-hand with them, for it is an eafic matter to haue
the oddes of boch the hands a ke with little pra&ife,
and then aman may vfe which he will, as if a right-
handed man were to encounter againft aleft, and
canvleboth hands alike,then ifhe play with his left-
handagainft one that is lefi-handed by nature, it will
feeme more croffe, and more dangerous vato him
then a lefe-handed man vato aright the reafon isthae
two left-handed men feldome mecte together , now
to end with this one [pe&h according to the vulgar
fore, thatisan ignorant and a fimple man of skillby
great and often toyling and moyling of his body,in
pra&tifing naturall play , I meane oncly that which
commeth into his head, and being right-handed
meeteth with another right-handed man thatis very
skilfull and hath very aruficiall play , and yetthe va-
skilfull hath plied fo faft and.let his blowes fall fo
thicke,that the skilfull man. had enough a doe tc;_ dc:l
. end:
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fend himfelfe, fo that the vnskilfull hach madefuch
good fhife, and defended himfelfe éontrary voto any
mans expe&ation, that wasfo experience and faw
it,butthere is not one of the common fireete plaiers
ina hundred that can doe thelike as I haue faid be-
fore,but not onein fiue hundred of them , thatcan
vpon the point of 2 weapon hurt or wrong one that
is skilfull or cunning, for many of thefe ftreete play-
ers arcfo vied to bangs thatthey care notfor ablow
with ablunt cudgell, but moft of themn are fearefull
to dealeagainftatharp weapon butnow to conclude
this,with that which toucheth this Chapter, concer-
ningthefe fircete players, which hauefo well thifted
witha cunning player right-hauded , the fame I fay
meeting with aleft-handed man was notable tode-
fendina manner one blow in twenty, except it were
in falling backe from him, and the cunningeft man
that is, cannothit the vaskilfulleft manthatis,ifthe
wnskilfull man do continually keepe kim out of his
reach or diftance, for he which hath courage without
skill, although well prepared,yet wants his armes to
fight, but of this it is {ufficiently fpoken of in the
Treatife,in the former part of the Booke.

A bricfe of my principallpoints which Iwould
bawe thee keepe im comtingyallye-
TREINDTAIIEE o

NOw to fumme vp all the chiefeft leffons into
one fumme, and for order fake wee will make

foure devifions of them.
The fielt is to remember to frame thy felfe into
thy guard, before thou come withia thy enemics
diftance
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diftance, and fo to approach in guarded. |

Secondly,; remember if thy enemy charge thee g, confiane

with ablow,at what weapon focuer, yetanfwerc him and fteady in
with 2 thruft prefently , after you haue borne the 2 g50d guard
blow double,according to my dire@ion, following make play ex-
thefirft piGture, ' butif thy enemy charge thee with ccpethy ene-
athruft,then anfwere him with a thruft ac the nearc® ;';J;,?::;;‘,;
lace,which licth moft vnguarded , whether it be his whee.
Encc or in his making play, your anfwere may be to
his rightarme, fhoulder orface , all which you thall
finde voguarded in time of his profer,now if he haue
8 clofe %iltcd dagger, yer with afalfe thruft thou
maift hichim in the Dagger-arme if he fighe not very
warily,or clfein the Dagger-hand if hee hauenota
clofe hilted dagger.

Thirdly, letnot'fury ouer-come thy wits, forina
made fury skill is forgotten, for he which is in drinke
oroucrhafty, fuch a oncin hisanger dothneither
thinke vpon the ¢nd of killing, nor feare to bee
killed. |

Now the fourthand laft which thould hauebeene
the firft, is to remember tokeepe a truediftance,and
ifthy enemie doe gather and incroachinvpon thee,
charge himwitha thruft, although thou put it not
home, fora thruft will feare him,and he which isin
hisright wits will be leath to come withia the reach,
or danger/of thy weapon,butif thou fuffer thy enemy
to come within thy diftance, then if thou haddeft ait
the guards in theworld , and yetftand ftill without
making play, hee will hit thee in fpightof thytcerh,
whcrcFore be doing with him betimes; andhewill
retreate and fall away from thee for his owne cafe,
Locthis I wrote, becaufe é would not hauc thee in

c -an
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an error when thou fhouldeft haue occafionto vfe
thy weapon,as the beft defence, fora fhot is to ftand
out of thereach of him, euenfo the beft defence of
thy bodie from hurts and skars is tobe procecded
beforc hand with skill and cunning, and to remem-
‘ber it when thou haft occafion te vicit, butiftheu
want skill, chen keepe out of thy enemiesreach;now
ifthou canftnot remember thefe foure chiefe points
before faid, yetbeare in minde thefe two, the firft is
to defend the blow double, keeping boththe points
vpward , and fecondly, remember that if thy enemy
doegatherinlvpon thee , thruft to his knee, or whe-
ther hee doc gatherinor no , yet thruftto his knce
or thigh, but acany hand fieps not fo farre forth
with your thruft whereby to endanger your face,
but if yourdoe fteppe fo farrc forth as you can , al-
waies haue a care o defend with your dagger, bue
if your enemy do fet foorth onc foote aboue halfea
foote diftance from the other, then mayyou hit him
inthe thigh or knee, and hee cannot reach youfo
that you doe not aduenture further with your thruft,
then where hisknee did ftand when you doe offer,
for it may be hee will plucke him away, thereby to
faue him,bue thatis ne defence for a thruftifit be pue
in quicke :aman may defend the legge from ablow,
by drawing him back, butnotfroma thruft , but to
keepe thy feete in the right place according to my
direRtion following the firfk piGture,, and then you

i

ar¢ defended,and teady to offend alfo.

The
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The _Authors opinion concerming the Shors
Sword and Da gger.

N deferibing of this weapon I fhall account the
Itimc ill fpent, yetbecaufe Short {wordsare in vie

and worne of many that would leave them off if
thatthey knew what anidle weaponic were, I meane
to encounter againfta long Sword and Dagger, ora
longRapicrand Dagger,fo {mallis their ludgement,
butonely this , many of them will fay itis a better
weapon then any of the two forefaid weapons are,
but in my mindc they may afwell fay that chalkeis
cheefe becaufe they are both white, for Lhaue had
much triall and grear pra&ife withthe thort fword,
{Ct could I ncuer find , nor neuer wilbe perfwaded

ue that aRapier foure footelong or longer, hath
fuch greatoddes, that | ncuer meane to arme my
fclfe witha thort againft it; forin my minde and by
experience I {peakeit, there is fmall skillto be lear-
ned with the thort fword to encounteras aforefaid,
but oncly refolution and courage.

Hethatis valiancand venturous, rurnethin brea-
king diftance, if hec efcape both in his going in,and
inhis comming out vnhurt; from a man skilful,in my
mindeitisas a man would fay chance-medly, for if
I haue the Rapier and Dagger, I will hazard both
games,and fec againft any manthatholdeth the thore
fword tobea better weapon , altheughthat George
Giller hath moft highly comended the thorefwerd &
dagger,yct one Swallow maketh not a Summer, nor
two Woodcocks a Wister, if athoufand more were

of his opinion,yet withoutall doubt there iss great
- Cc 2 deals
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deale more dangerthen at Rapier and Dagger,for
he thac fighteth. witha fhort fword muft aduenture
in'pell mell without feare or wit, but L haue feldome
beard or feene any fight with (hore fword and dag-
ger,althoughtheybe each weaponed alike,, but one
‘ot both commeth home moft grieuous wounded: my
reafon is the. diftance is fo narrow thae a man can
hardly obferueit, excepe they have beeneboth prac-
ticioners a long time befure hand , for if 2 man
pra&tile continually long fword or loni Rapier, yet
vpon fuch a Challenge goeth into the field with
2 fhort fword, then the daunger is greateft of alf :
aske Awgwffin Badger ,who fpeaketh highlyin praife
and commendation of the thort fwword, for hee
hath tried that weapon in the ficld fo often, and
made a8s many 1l fraies as any man thar cuer
I heard of or knew fince my time, yet hee will
fay thathe neuer fought inall his life : but was fore
and dangeroufly hure.
_ Thaue knowen fome befides my felfe , thathaue
foughewith Rapier and Dagger wwenty times , and
haueneuer had one droppe of bloud drawne, and
- yet were aceounted men of fufficient vallour snd
. refelution, thofe which weare thort fwords depend
* oncly vpon the taking of their enemies point,which
is not to bee done it they meete with enc thar js
skilfull : IThaue heard many fay in talking familiar.
ly concerning this weapon, if I take the point of
your long Rapier, then. you are gone, butthatis
notte be done if thou meete with one that is skilfull
except theu canft take thy enemies point in thy
teeth ., etherwife thou canft neuer make {cafure
vpon his point, if hee bee skilfull as aforefaid, bue
in.
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indeeditis an eafic matter for 2 man skilfull to take
the pointofone that is altogether vaskilfull ; buera-
thernot anfiver thy enemy vatill thou bebetter wea-
poned, thereare arl thefe excufes ro bee framed asin
the tenth Chapter of the treatife, there you may find
excufes fit for fuch as weare fhort Swords,if thou like
them not I refer to thy owne wit to frame an excufe;
for fome (hift he mu@t haue that wearethfuch anidle
weapon, foriim a word a fhortfword and dagger to
encounteragainfl a skilfull man withrapier and dag-
ger,T hold ita litele better then a tobacce-pipe, or a
foxe tayle,butyet a fhort fword is good to encounter
againft a thort fword.

Alfoa fhort fword is good to encounter againfta
naked man,] mean a man vaweaponed, and it1s-good
to ferue in the wars on horfe-backe or on fooge, yeta
Rapicrwill doeas good feruice in the wars asa (hort
fword,if a skilfull man haue him in hand : we haue di-
uers examples ofthofe which come out of thefield
forewoundcd, and they willfay it was becaufe their
enemyhad ahandfull orafoot ods inlength of wea-
pon vpon them;wherefore I fay one inch 1s great ods
and enough to k:lla man, if theybothhaue skill alike,
and doe obferuca true diftance : yetnow you thatare
asitwere married vato thort {words, becaufe fome
will not giue their bable for the Tower of Londes, al-
though another doe not efteeme it worth two-pence,
zct aman (hall as well driue a dog from apeece of

read, as wreft many from that foolith kind of wea.
pon ; againe 2 fword whether he be long or thort, is-
morcwearifome and morerroublefome then a rapier,
for a fword will weare out your hofe and three paire.
ofhangers,before a Rapicr doe weare out one paire ;-
Ccz but.
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but fome doe weare their thort fwords about their
neckes ina ftring, fo-thatifthey fhould haue occafi- -
onto vie him, he cannot fo ready draw eut his fword
vpona fuddaine, as he which weareth him vponhis
thigh,but of this fathion of wearing their fwords, [ wil
not fpeake much, becaufe I fec it is almoft left off, for
a man may buy a girdle and hangers for ten groats,
which will ferue forthy Rapier two or three yeere,
and afearfe will coft ten (hillings, and yet be worne
outin afortnight; but I will fay no more becaufe ma-
ny giuc it ouer for their owne cafe, I holde a thort
fword ferto encounter againft arapier very litclebet-
terthenatobacco pipe as aforefaid, and fo as I began
1 ccl)qcludc,y etbehold a little helpe for him that wea-
reehic.
A guardfor the (bort fword and degger to encounter
againfithe long Rapicr and Dagger, or elfe she
dong [word and Dagger.
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KEcpcﬁyour-.fword--bilz.fo high as your head or
higher at the point, hanging flope-wayes down-
wards a little wide of your Icft fide,looking vnderyour
{fword arme withboth your eyes, and withall put out
your fword hand as far from yourbodyasyoucan, I
meane towards your cnemy, and your dagger downe
by your fide, as if you meantnotto vichim atall,ac-
cording to this picture. Lying in this guard your bo-
dy will feeme to your enemy to be very open, info-
much that he will make no reckoning but to hit you
fure with a thruft ;the which youmuft defend by brea-
king it towards your right fide,and with the fame mo-
tion ftep in withyour left leg, which I will call your
hinmoftleg,for o he thould be vatill you haue made
feifurc of your enemies weapon :butfofoencas fei-
fore is made confumeno time in giving of him leifure
to fall backe againe, whereby to recouer his pointa-
gainc, but forthwith anfwer him as aforefaid, for ha-
uing brought his long Rapier or fword point to pafle
cleere ontheright fide of yourbody, Imeancvnder
your rightarme, then ftep in clofe with yourleftfoor
ssaforefaid,and make a croffe with your dagger vpon
his weapon by clapping in with your dagger vpon
the middeft of thy enemies long rapier or Sword,
keepeyour Dagger point vpright when you goe in,
and fo foone as you haue difcharged the affize of your
fword, you may-prefently turne vp the point of your
thort fword and thruft, or clle you maﬁ giue a ftroke
with him whether you will, and to what part ofhis
body youlift, and then fall away haftily againe into
your guard and diftancesknow this, thatby fiepping

?‘“ﬁth your hindmoft foote,dmh gainc moreaduan.
) tage
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tage in ground then you want in length of weapon.
But ac any hand {uffer your enemy to make thefirft
affaule, becaufe hee hath the aduantagein length of
weapon,and if thy enemy de charge thee witha blow
youmay defend itvpon this hanging guard, butto
turne vp the point of your fword according to backe-
{word rale,& ifyour enemy charge youwith a throft,
you may after feifurc made vpen his weapon with
your fword as before direéted ; you may prefentlyfo
foencas you are in withthe hindmoft foot turncvp
yourfword point and thruft , this offence you may
performe without the helpe of your dagger, but yet
haue a careto prepare your dagger in a readinefle,
lelt in your goingin, your enemy doe alfo comein
with you,aad although you hauehis long weapon at
your command withoutany danger, yecmay he ftab
you with his dagger, except yourdaggerbein area-
dinefle to defend;forathruft of a dagger is as eafic to
be defended with a dagger, as anl thruft is of any o-
ther weapen, but ifthe defender bee ouercome with
fury,and fo thruftboth togecher, then they bothare
endangered, butto defcendis betterthen to offend,
and tobe offended againe vpright according to the
ruleof the backe-fword, it your defence be vponthe
hanging guard, then clapping vp your dagger and
ioyncwith him as it were in commiffien withyout
fword, andfo defend the blowvpon beth together,
nowif yourenermy will not charge ner makcany
affault vponyou, then 1 aduife you not to gather nor
encroach vpon him, except you were equally matchs
¢din weapon, for you muft obferue the diftance
whichbelongeth to your enemies long weapon for
this guard or any other. For this guard is but for
fuddaine
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fuddaine fhift for thofe that weare fhort fwords, for

keepingalarge diftancea man wicth fmall skill may
dcfend himfelfe from alonger weapon, fo he feck not
hattily by gathering in to offend the other; forthe
beftdefence of a thotis to ftand out ofhis watch ; fo

thebeft defence for a thort {fword man is to obferue

diftance as before faid, for he thall find himfelfe work-
enoughto defend himfelfe, tor not one in twenty

which fighteth with the fhort {word oncewill defire

to go into the field withfuch a weapon againe.

New thofe that de encounter together with thort
fword , to fhort fword, I with them to frame their
guard according to my former dire&ion at the long
fword and dagger.

Ifthou frame thy guard according to my former
dire&ionas itis here piGured, then if your enemy
dethfalfific athruft, and you making accountto de-
fend it with yeur Sword,as before, andinturningin
your left {ide hee double a thruft, he may endanger
you greatly ; wherefore it behooueththeenotto o-
uercarrie thy Sword vpon the firft offer, but that you
may recouer him backe into the place againe, fo that
if you haue a care if you mifle the firiking by ofhis
Sword on the one fidebecaufe of his falfific,you fhal
meetewith him on the other,and fo defend your felf
although you cannot anfwer whereby to offend him
by reafon of his falfifie, for vpon afalfeif youmake
anfwer,it willbe very dangerous to bot}j.

Mafter. Now my louing fcholler I hauealreadic
defcribed the rules of fixe weapons,which I promife
to inftru& thee in,buc yet I haue ftumbled by chance
vpon another weapon, whichis asneceflaricas anie
ofthe reft; nay more, for ulri)th;ut thoube perfe& lx;n

the
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the skill of this weapon, all the reft will rather bee
hurttull voto thee then doetheegood.
Scholler. 1 praie you,whatweapon is that?

Majter. Marricitis a faire tongue.

Scheller \Why doe you call thetongue aweapon?

Mafter Becaule ac manie times,and for manie pur-
pofes,ic is the ficteft weapon, and the moft fureft for
a mans owne defence, for the tongue at fometimes
runneth foacrandome,that for wang of a bridle like a
yong colt ouerthroweth the rider,althoughit bebut
alittle thing and feldomefeene,, yetitis oftan heard
to the viter confufion of manic a man,for the tangue
is fuch a weapon without itbee gonerned, it will cut
worfe then anie fword;anettleis abad weed in a gar-
den,but theroogue will fting worfe then anectle,and
pricke deeper thenathorne, likewife manie menare
taken by the tongues as birds are taken by thefecte,
therefore a faire tongue or a tongue gouerned well,
will better keep and defend thy bedic from prifon, if
thouatanie time be committed by the Magiftrates
when thy Sword will hinder thee if thou truft vato
thy manhced.

Scholler. IfI fightwith no other weapon, but with
afairc tongue, the world will condemne mee,, and
terme me for a coward.

' Maifter. A faire tongue is more neceflarie fora
valerous man , then a good weapon isfor a coward,
as thou fhalt heare : for with a faire tongue thou mai.
eft paffethroughwatchand ward , ifthou do chance
to trauell in the night by occafion, and thou bee Jate
from thy lodging , at fucha time this is a principall
weapon, and (hall more preuaile then thy Sword, or
any other weapon whatfocuer.

Againe,
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Againe, 2fairetongueis an excellent weapen, if
thou hap in a drunken company, and there fallto
quarrclling; in fucha cafe , ifthou draw thy weapon,
it were asif aman fhould quench'a great firewitha
bundle of flaxe, for at fuchatime,and infu¢ha com-
pany, ifa man draw his weapon, he may as foone be
killed as kill, for drunkards and madde men are alla-
like during time of the drinke.

Alfo a faire tengue is a principall weapon to carry
with thee, if thou chance to trauell into anie firange
countrey : for if an injuric be offered ina placc where
thou art not acquainted or vnknowne , thou maicft
be opprefled withmorethenone, forbirds of a fea-
ther will holde together ; and many will hold on the
bigger fide, for where the hedge is lowett, thebeafts
willfooneft get ouer but in fucha cafebe well armed
with patience for thy Buckler, and afairetongue for
thy Sword , and thy hand readie on thy hatte to doe
reuerence to eucrie vaflall , alchough thou bea Gen-
tleman, for the richeft man thatis, and the firongeft
man that cuer was, did, and muft pocket vp an iniu-
rie in his owne Countrey , much more itis leffe dif-
grace to thee to putvp an iniuric in a firange place, if
an occafien be offered, then rather beftirre thy felfe
with a faire tongue, then with thy fword ; ferin fuch
a cafe thy fword will auaile thee nothing az all.

Scholer. Allthis while with this weaponyou haue
-nottaught methow I fhould defend my gc:int. |

Mausfter. Now I will eell thee, with afaire tongue,
thou mayeft faue thy money many times , by promi-
fing much ,"and performing little, efpecially where
little is defetued,for thofe which deferuclittle,a faire

‘promifewill pafle, in 2 manner,as currant as thy mo-
Dda2 ney:
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ney:1 haue knowne many Mufitions many tim es paid
with faire words : and now that it commeth i ntomy
minde I willtell theeatale (as1haucheard i trepor-
ted :) HowKing Dyowifius rewarded a crew of Mu-
ficions which came to him with excellent Muficke,
and after the Muficke was ended, come againe tome
to morrow faid the King, and 1 will giue you a thou-
fand;talents; the which promife founded'to a fweete
and pleafanctune in the Mufitions cares : Butin the
morning they came, expe@ing the Kings reward,ac-
- cording to his promife:But the King loeked firange-
ly vpon them;and asked them what they would haue,
Kud itlike your Highacfle,f2id one of the chiefeftof
them , we are come for your gracious reward which
youpromifed vs . What was that , faid theKing ? A
thoufand talents faid the Fidler. Why faid theKing,
Is not thatout of thy head yet ? thy Muficke is quite
out of mine, thou pleafcdft my eares with thy mufick
for the prefent,& I likewife filled thy earcs wicth a ple-

fant found of fo much mony : to our matter againe.
A faire tongue, and kinde hehanior winneth fauor,
both with God and men , whereas thofe whichean-
notgouerne their tongues are feldome at quiet: but
always punifhed or vexed with the Law,and troubles
inthe Lawe conlume muchmoney , which with dif.
cretion mightbekeptby gouernement of the tongue,
Nowbythe hieway,if a carelefle roifter in his own
name require thee to tand,and by vertue of his owne
warrantdothrequirethy purfe ; in fuch a danger,and
in fuch a cafe betake thy {elfc to thy weapon , rather
thentruft o chy tong:for to fpeake faire vato fome in
fuch a cafe will auaile chee nothiag acall , bucyet for
allthar, a faire tongue is as a precious balme to b,;.-atc
about
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about thee although it bee not fufficient to heale
wounds, yetit may be a preferuatiue to keepe thee
without hurts :all the comfort thou canft haue of thy
dearcft friends is but lietle elfe thé bodily fuftenance,
nay if thy kind and louing wife which is er thould be
thy greaft comfortin this life vader God, if the I fay
doall thateuer fhee can to pleafure thee, yer thou
maift hap to find in this booke, if thou reade it ouer,
one leffon or other which may ftead thee, or dothee
more pleafure then all thy other friends : for here
sremany things written by mec, thatperaduenture
thou maift fceke aftera great while, and yetnoc finde
them clfe-where,and {o farewell.

Scholler. Yet ftay I pray you, refolue me in two
qucftions more afore you goe.

Mafler. What are theyp |

Scholler. Firft 1 would know what oddes 3 tall
man of ftature hath againft alitele mans ftaturc, and
the oddcs that a firong man hath againfk a weake
man, |

Mafler, Indeed thefe are queftions which I did
meancto write of in my nextbooke , and therefore
willbut a little touch chem ac this time, but for my
beginning or proofe of this matter the better to en-
couragelittle men to take heartof grace,and notto
difmaied by the high lookes of a tall man,norfeared
by their greatbragges , thereisan old faying, geesh 1
neser faw , {aith the prouerb , & listle man borrew 4
fooletobreake atall mans head ,and this prouerb run-
neth throughoutthe world, as the corrant through
the Gulfe which our Marrinors doe fpeake of in the
way to wards the Indies.

Againe, it is not common to fee 2 tall man valo--

Dd ; rous
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reus and skilfull withall, but generally, little men are
valorous although not skilfull, now if the tall man
be skiltull, the little man muft for his aduantage,
fuffer the tallman to proffer him play ficft , butthen
vpon the little mans defence  prefently, with the
famemotion fleppe forth with footeand band, and
fo by a quicke an{were endanger thetallman: now
if thetall man be not skilfull, whereby to fteppe
forth withhis hand and foote together , whenhee
maketh play to the little man then the little man skil-
full herein, geteeth'three foote acthe leaft by anfwe-
ring cucry affaulechac the tall man maketh by ftep-
Eing forth with the foote and hand as beforefaid:
ve this muftbe thy helpe and this muftbe thy care,
though 2 little man alwaies fuffer the tallimanto
make play firft , efpecially if he be skilfull, and then
be nimble with the anfwere , ftepping itheme with
thy foote and hand together , according tomy di-
re&ions , following the firft pi&ure, for what thou
wanteft in reach,is gotten by thy comming. |
There isanother old faying goiug thus,a rall man
is fo faire 2 marke, that a huleman skilfull cannet
miffe him,2nda (hort man s fo little and fo nimble,
thatifhe hauebuta litcleskill, 2 rall man cannochit
him for;with his weapons , and a good guardina
manner hee will couer 3ll his whole body with his
weapons. Lo this is oy opinion , I doe not fayall
other arc of my.minde, for there is an old faying
goeth thus , fomanymen, fo many mindes, whae
other mens opinions is, I haue ret to dec withall;
but this [ can fay of my owne knowledge, thatl
haue notknowen one tall man amongft ewenty, that
hath good skill,nor fufficient valour anfwerable :1;“9
. eir
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their ftatures , for tall men are morefearefull then
men of a2 mcane ftacme, forlhauefeene cheeriall
both inthewarresand in fingle combat ; yet take me
not vp before Ibee downe , forldoenotherecon-
demne all tall men of perfonage, for fo I fhould
greatly ouer-thoote my felfe, and greatly wrong
many tall men of ftature and vallour, andalfo of
good refolution, but yer ali of them are not fo, wher-
fore what I haue faid, it is to encourage littlemen of
meane ftature, having skill not to feareany man vp-
on good occafion, thofe that {pend their daies with-
out pra&tifing skil in weapons, fo that whenthey arc
wronged they fallto withing: ohI would to God I
had skill in my weapon , for then would Ianfwere
the wrong that fuch a man, and fuch 2 manhath
donemee, but I could wifh fuch voskilfall to live
quiet , and not to maintaine any quatrell, left they
loofe theirliues forwant of experience, asmany of
them baue done.

Scheller. Now'as you haue promifed me, 1 pray
zou let me heare your opinion concerning the oddes

cweene a firong man of firength, and aliutleora
weake manof flature and firength.

Mafter. Thenthis bricfelyis my opinion,a ftrong
man hath great oddes at the gripe; orina clofeas
any blunt weapon , butvpon the potnt of a fharpe
weapon,in fighta firong man hath {imall or no eddes
atall of thelittle or weake man, wherefore I would
not haue a little man bee afraide of atall or ouer-
growne man, no although he were farrebigger then
& man, for in performance of any things tobe done
with weapons , there is no more to bee foundin the
beft of them of greae facure vponwiall , theniis }iln

the
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the ordinary men, or then is in a little or weake man,
nay many times thelittle or weake man doth as good
orberrer feruice in the face of the enemyvpon the
point of the weapon then the taller mandoth, for
although his ftaturcbe {mall , yet commonly alitde
mans heartis bigge.

Obferuations for & Scholler or amy other.

Whatlength thy weapons fhould be.

How you fhould button your foiles for your
pradtife.

An cafie way to weapon thy {elfe at time of need.

Let thy Rapier or Sword be foure foote at the
leaft,and thy Dagger two foote, for it is beteer haue
the!Dagger too long then too thort, and rather hard
then foft, for a fhore dagger may deceiue a skilfull
man his defence, either ofblow or thruft: I haue of-
ten knowen a foft dagger cut in twaine withaRa-

ier. |
d Let thy Staffe of pra&ifebe feauen or eight foote,
and better, button both thy foiles and thy ftaues be-
fore the pra&ife withthem, for otherwife the vn-
skilfull may thruft out one anothers eyes, yea ak
though there was no harme meant , yet an cye may
beloft except the occafionbe preuented.

To make your buttons take wooll or flocks,and
wrappe it round in leather fo bigge asa Tennis-ball,
then make 2 notch within halfe an inch of your
woodden foilc or ftaffe bucif it be an Iron foile then
let there be an Iron burton riuctted on the peint,
fobroad as two pence, and then take your butcon
being made as beforcfaid,, and fet it on the end of

your
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your Staffe or Foile likewife , and then take leather
and draw hard vponit, and binde it with Shooma-
kers-ends or parck-thread in the netch, and another
leather vpon that againe, for one leather may bee
worne out with alittle praife.

Now if thou baue 2 quarrell and willing to an-
fwere,andbeing not furnithed with aRapier, then
take a cudgell of what length thou wilt thy felfe,
and make a fhoulder within 2 handfull of the ende
of it by cutting him halfe way through , and there
binde the haft of thyknife, and fo the fhoulder will
keepehim from {lipping backe, and this is as fure
and as fearefull, and as good as a Rapierte encoun-
ver againft 2 Rapier and Dagger, or a Sword and
Dagger, fo that you haue a clofe hilted Dagger:
likewife you may tie 2 point at the But-end of the
Cudgell, to put in thy finger that thy Cudgell
{lippe not out of thy hand : this weapon I haue
made good proofe of , but it was in another
Coudntry, whete I could getno other weapon to my
minde.

Ee Ciu».’
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Cuarr. XIL

This Chapter [beweth the feuerall kinde
of weapons whick are 10 be
plaicd as.

Ow onething more vnto the vulgar fort
@ concerning the feucrall fores of wea-
p pons, becaufe vato many it feemeth
2 fo ftrange , thatif 2 Mafter of Defence

fhould tell them that he can tcachthee
skill at Fence at wwelue feuerall {orts of weapons,
they will firaight-way fay, that there are not fo ma.
ny: now for their further fatisfa@ion,they fhall heare
the divifion of more then twenty forts of weapons,
which Mafters of this Noblc artof Defence, are,or,
clfe oughtto be expert therein , like vnto a skilfull
Cooke which can of one fore of meate make di-
uctfe difhes,orlikethe cunning Phyfition , who can
witha hearbe being diverfely compounded , make
itferueto diuers purpofesand vies : to which effe@
my mecaning is , that an expert Mafter of Defence
can of one kinde of weapon make many , as by
this fequell following (hall appeare, and all thefe
‘weapons haue beeoe plaicd at in Challenges , here
in England at {cucrall times.

- L
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Of theSword are derined thefe
Jeanen.,

The two hand Sword.
The Back-fword.

Sword and Dagger.
Sword and Buckler.

The Baftard Sword, the

which Sword is fome-
thing fhorter then a
long Sword, and yet

Short Swordand Dagger. longer then a Short-
The fhort Sword and fword.

Gantler.
N ow with the Rapicr feancm
more.
The firt Rapier and  The Halfe-pike.
Dagger. The Long-pike.
The fingle Rapier. The Loag-ftaffe,
‘The cafe of Rapiers. The Quarter.faffe.

TheRapier and Cloake.
The Rapicrand Target.
‘TheRapierand Gantlet.

The Welch-hooke or
Biil.

The Haulbert. ;

TheRapier and Dagger

The Rapier and Pike.
agaiaft Short-fword
and Dagger.
'The Dutch Fanchin. Likewifc Rapier and
The Poll-axe, Daggigt » or Sword
The Bartel-axe. and Dagger againfk
‘The two Daggers. :e Staffe or Haul-
rt.
Alf«l: a:}lc Staffc againfta
Th. fin eD €L Flaile.
gle Dagg Ec 2 Back-
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Back-{wordagginfifword Single Rapier againfk
and dagger. Rapierand Dagger.

" Now myfecond booke which is already in hand
_fhall (hew my iudgement, and the chiefeft rules ac-
cording vato my Ppra&ifc atall thefe feuerall wea-
pons,it death doe not preuent me before I haue ac-
complithed my pretence, yeefordoubt thereof, the
defeace of the Staffe with a Rapier and Dagger, ox
with Sword and Dagger Iwill giue thee a Little di-
reftion, which being pracifed it may ficad theeas
much as thy life is worth. I doe this the rather, and
forbecaufe that the Seaffe is a weapon which ma-
ny mendoc carry , and with skill it hath greatoddes
againt cither of the two aforefaid weapons, but
et becdufe euerie man which carrieth 3 weapen,
ath the perfet skill in char weapon which hee car-
rieth,buradmic thac he hath good skill , yetinknow-
ing the beft Defence, it may preuent thee from 2
danger.

Now thon mu% remember if thou bee charged
vponwitha Staffe, {fuddenly fummon vp thy wits
i that which before hand thou haftlearned for thy
Defence, and thinke this with thy felfc; I am now
to encounter againft a Staffe: why then thus frame
tl? guarde , put thy Dagger acroffe on thein-fide
of thy Rapier or Sword , and let the croffe bee
madcwithin halfe a foote of thy Rapier or Sword-
hile, bearing vp both thy hilts cuen fo high as thy
checke, looking with both thy eyes betwixe both
thy weapons, |

Thus
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Thusbeing guarded, it may bee, thatthine ene-
micwill charge thee with a thruft, forbecaafe thy
breaft will fceine moft open to him , the whichand
ifhee doe , then turne downe the pointofthy Rapi-
cr and Sword,and with thy Dagger force him downe
which willbee a ftronger Detence then with onc a-
lone : and thus by turning downe both thy points.
together, ftrike rthine enemies thruft of the Staffe
towards thy right fide.: Loe, thus doe me withboth
thy weapons; then will thine enemies thruft paffe
cleare vnder thyright arme, but neyther with the
Sword nor yet with the Dagger alone; thethruft
of a ftaffc is not to be defended withour greater dan-
ger then withboth ofthem , asbefore hathbeene re-
heatfed.

Now and if thine enemicdoe chaunce to charge
thee with a blow , thereby thinking to driue both
thy Rapierand Dagger , or Sword and Daggervnto
thy head : For I hauc knowne many tobe ofthat e-
pinion withme. Dut the blowe ofa Staffe , ftrucke
atthehead, maybe defended withthe fingle Sword
or Rapier according vnto the Backe-fword rule:
butto beare thy Dagger withthy Rapieror Sword ,
that isthemoft fure way, keeping both thy points
vpright, andfo tobeare them towards the righefide,
ortothylefifide, according as thou fhalt perceiue
thinc enemic charge thee.

Thus will I beere concludeand make an end with
this (hort dire@ion concerning this one weapon, be-
canfe ] haue fpoken fomething already touching and
conceming this purpofe , although itbe not{o am.-
ple as nowit is, and yet heereafter (by Almightie
Gods good helpe) 1 will peake more at large here--

Ec 3 of,
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of, this enely ferueth but to rowze vp your fpirites,
that you may the better prepare your {elfe for the
next. Thehorfe ftarteth atthe Spurre , fo (inlouc)
1 pricke you forward in this commendable Art: and
fo, I hope, that this Whetftone will make your blunt
Wittes fomewhac fharper : Golde is not put in the
fircto beconfumed, but to bee purified ; cucnfol
hepe, thetrauell which I haue taken heerein
will not make you to proue worfe, but
rather fomewhat thebetter
inall goodnes.

[*x *]

FINIS.



My farewellto Plimosth.

/1 O S T noble Plimonth, the great loue which]
found in thee amongft both rich and poore,
now drawes me backe againe to giue theea

kind and heartic farewell, and yet at this time I yeeld
but onlic thanks as my pay- Miftrefle, but yet I defire
not to die indebted, without making fomebetterre-
compenceto fome of my chiefeft well-willersand
friends, ifmy abilitie preouc anfwerable to my mind:
for a Chriftmaflc banquet maybe requited at Eafter,
and fo when I am beteer able  will make amends ;bue
yet methinks I fhould not leaue fo famous atowne
with fuch athreed-bare fare-well buc here may a que-
ftion arife of thofe which know it not, why it thould
be more famous then any other towne ? which I will
tell thee, fet her wealthand riches afide, yetfor that
onlie not the like towne in this land of her bignefle,
meane fo long as the wars continued, (heis alfo fa-
mous for her firong fortification, but more famous
for her entertainment; for twentie thoufand firangers
haue had vpon a fuddaine good and fufficientlod-
ging, and other neecflaries ; yea, whether they haue
had mony, or not, but moft famous of all for her gal-
fant harbours, for a thoufand fhippes may fafely ride,
and all within halfe a league of the Towne; itisthe
chiefe arriuing place for all the South and Waaft
Countries : and ina word , the onely Key of England.
In the time of warres Plimmenth iowed, as it were,
with milke and hony, and then it flourifhed with

Gallants
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Gallants great ftore , tracing the ftreetes fo thicke in
fwarmes like as at wefiminfler in a Terme time,and al-
thongh many of them went away without bidding
theefarewell; yet I will, asitwere, bite thee by the
fiser, becaufe thou fhalt rememberme, forifitbee
not poflible for the mother to forget her childe, then
(without all peraduenture) 1 fhallneuerforgetthee:
Onccthouwerta golden place, butnow anyron or
alcaden towne , I meane, ina mannerturned vpfide
downe,which makes mefory,and many more;but yet
be of good cheare,for after a florme cometh a calme:
plucke vp thy heart, and letitnot gricuc theeto fec a
King content withhis kingdome; forif it were nog
fo,ic(houldbe fo.

Although of lace thy purfe hach had a firong pur-
gation , which maketh fome of you to fhrinke vp the
thoulders like a Spaniard,and hang downe the head
likea bull-ruth, and repenting your felues, that you
had notkeptthe goods better which you gotin time
of warres 5 and this mee thinketh I heare fome of you
{ay your felues: Ol whatafoolewas I chactooke not:
Timeby che fore-locke before he did paffe away, bue
muft now catch atherbalde pate , whereis nothin
to holdeby : let it notgricuc theg, for if thou had
thofe goodsagaine, they would confume like butcer
againft the Sunne : for asitis not poffible co keepe
the Indianbeefe fweete two dayes, with all che falein
the world, nomoreis thegoods got by the warres to
beofany continuance , noalthougha man had them
that were as wife as wit could make them, bucitfel-
dome commeth inro fuch mens hands, but rather vo-
to {uch as refemble Rufus the Ruffian which had God
pi&ured on the in fide of his Target,and the diuel on

' the
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the out-fide, withthis poefic on thein-fide, If b
wilt ot bawe mee , the other [bell : asnot caring whe.
ther he went to God or the diucll:many fuch fellows
attend vpon the fortune of the wars,making hauocke
and fpoile , and many times murthering thofe thac
neuer meant hure vto them nor theirking for whom
they fight: for yetfinch,as I fay,make no confcience,
but as the Prouerb goeth, Robbe Peter and pay Pas!,
accounting all fith which commeth to the net, get-
ting itby hooke or by crooke, fome out of Zedas bag,
and fome out of the diuels budget: for Lhauefeenca
man of warre as hungry vpon a poore Fiherman,as
they would be ona Carioke, as thofe that haue feene
men of warre , haue fcene how vnconfcienably Rafus
the ruffian and his fellows haue dealtwith thofe poor
Fithermen whofe whole eftate,for maintenanceboth
for their wifes,and children,did relic vpon the gaias,
which the poore men by great painesdid get with
theirbote, yet {o hard-hearted hauethefe men of war
beene vato thofe poore Fifhers , that neither for the
teares ofthe olde men , which for gticfe would beate
their heads againft the fhippe fide,, yet neither this
rorthe pigifull complaint of the yong men , forall
their {eclding and kneeling , yet would they takea-
way their fith, their meat and drinke, and theircloths
from their backes, their failes from theiryards, yet
not o contented, butin the end ferthem athere,and
cither finke theirboate or burnehim aboord theman
of warre,to thevtter vndoing of many a poore man 3
now iudge whether it be poflible, that thefe goods fo
gotten can profper , for they are gotren with no bet-
ter aconicience then a ftrumpet geteeth her money;
and therefore it will profper no better : for looke
- Ff whag
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whata ftrumpet gecteth of twenty, fheefpendethic
vpon one which (hce doth loue and affe& aboue all
thereft : euenfo, 'many fouldiers and men of warre,
what {poylesthey get, theyarenotlongin fpending
ofic: butasthe Prouerbe goeth, Lightcome , and
light goc :ill got, and wickedly fpent : for they putit
inte abortomlefle bagge , which neuer holdes thrift
long.

foc, thus my opinion you haue heard, and I yeeld
vpmy verditt thus, Thacthe goods which is gotten
by the warres, isill gotten : and hee which hath but
one peny worth of ill gotten goods in his houfe, God
willfenda curfe vpon all the reft : then let vs pray for
peace, rather then warres, and euery man learue to
Jabor with his hands, to maintaine fpending : where-
fore,fecthy wittes and thy hands ro labour, and turne
ouertheleat ;I meane,lcarne a new leffon,for looke
whatis gotten with labour, will beefpentwith difs
cretion, or clfckept with warinefle; and fo Igreete
not oncly Plimmoush alone , butall Demonthire and
Cornewall , withas many kinde commendations,as

itis poflible for my Penne to exprefle,and all
Iproteft withtrue loue from my hdre,
and fo Ileaue you,with a thou-
fand Farewells to
you all,

Your ener-louing friend,

Ioskrn Svvsrnawm
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The Authors Cenclufion.

\ YOw (gentle Reader) I docintreate theeto beare
N} withmy rudeneffe , Iamno Scholler, forldo
proteft I neuer went to Schoole fix moneths
in all mylife, nor I neuerdid writc one line of this
Bookeby the dire&ion of any other teacher; nordid
I cueraske the opinion of any other Profeffor , fince
thetime that I was firft taughe , and thar was when 1
was yong and then I had feme of my skil;in Lowdew,
and fome inother places, where itwas my chanceto
trauell. Againe, I did write this Booke by peece-
meale ; for after I firlk beganne, Ileftoff writinga
weeke, and fometimes a moncth together, beforel
writagaine ; and fo forgerting oftentimes what I had
written before. Againe,fome chiefenotes I haue lefe
out, which I thought I had writren of before : where-
fore they fhall follow in my fecond Booke. Now
(Gende Reader) for thy henefit [ haucbegunne, if
there be any other that find faule, and cannotamend
it , let them iudge of cheir wit that heare them talke
but if I (hall heare thofe my felfefpeake againft this
Booke which doe not goeabouttoamend i, then if
they wereas good as Geerge & Greene , yet would I not
be feared with deedes, much lefle withwords, bue
will anfiver them ; not onely with words , but with
weapons, for this Booke was printed inhafte, at the
carneft requeft of fome friends of mine . Alfo I wrote
it to profitethofe that can not come where Teachers
are: and againe, there are few which teach this Arte
| F 2 that
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chat doe trauell the reafon is,as 1 thinke,they are lie.
te fet by whenthey come into the country amongft
you : Now itis not enough to haue this booke in thy
ocket, butte exercile thy body with all, that there-

y thou maift haue the perfect skill thereof in chy
head, and fo praying thee to excufe me in thegrofle
penning of it, and bearc withmea little the rather in
ehat I was neuer Scholler , as1 faid before, andasit
plainely appeareth by the grofic penning ofic, but
my folly herein fhalbe vpon my head,yet 1 pray thee
letit paffe alictle the rather, and give it your good
word,for becaufe I haue caken paines in hope to doe
thee good , but not for any gaine (I proteft before
God) but onely becaufeIknow it fo Jaudable an ex-
ercife, and more commendable then any other, wee
fee daily thefebookes fcoffed at,which were made by
fearned and good Schollers, for if there were one
which excell ten thoufind', yetenery onc willnot
fpeske well of him, buthe (hall haue in fpight ofhis
teeth back-biters and faule-finders , much moremy
felfe being the left of ren thoufand muft not fiabbe
cuery onc which will fpeake in difcommendations,
both of meand my Booke, bugif I ngty efcape hand-
fomely frem fcoffes and mockes of fuch Idiates
which are viually contemnors of fuch landable exer-
cifes : then I accompt that I bauesnade a good hand,
Forherein 1 haue {howenbut my owne opinion
and iudgement in ferring out this booke,now I doe
notfay it is other mens opinions: for noncbutmy
fclfe was counfell, nor had any hand in this matter;
therefore 1 make no queftion that other men are of
other mindes,yet obferuing thefe rules,and bc::;linfg
efe
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thefeleffons in memory , they may ferue thy tume
afwell as they haue ferued mine all thedaies of my
lifc hetherto butryet beleeue whatyou lift ofit, and
leaue what you like not,now if in my gaod intcntion
and true meaning I bee vndefervedly wronged , }
thinke it wilbe by none but fuch pot-companions
which cudgell there wits and beate dheir brainesto
fhifc for mony to that vfe which often-times makes
the fonne fo hardy as to call his father knaue, or
worfe. ' |
Now if my booke doc come vnto the view of any
fuch, I will impute it vato the Idlenefle of their
braine,or vnto the fpitcfulnefle of an enuious minde,
which will neuer commend ter allow any other
mans man-hood , opinion or judgement to beefo
good as their owne, not muchlike vato the proude
Pharizee,who faid thae his lifc in all refpeét wasbet-
ter then any other ;now miftake mee not , forIdoe
not fay fo, becaufe you thould thinke thae this
worke cannot bee mended, for it is farre from my
thought to thinke that this booke is fo wel penned as
tobe without fault, or to pleafe all,neither is itfo wel
asit might haue beene, if my Igifure would hauefer-
ued meto amend fome faules Mnow init my
felfe,indeed, I muft confeffe that there are manyin
this land of this noble and worthy are befides my
felfe, which mightihaue taken this macter in hand,
bocaufe many of them are more fitboth for wifdome
and learning,but I feethiey haue notgone aboutie,
whereforcif any blame me for thewing my goeod will,
Thope thofe which haue knowen mee and feene my
behauiour wil anfwere for me withreafenable fpeech
Ff 3 - againft
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againft thofe which obie& againft me: no,ifreafon
will notrule them, but like Ba/sams Afle, will ftrive
againft weapons,then I pray you referre the quarrell
vato my felte,, and let me anfwere my owne wrong
which L haue done them heerein, for I had rather
loofe my life in defence of my reputation and credir,
iftherewere fuch a danger in fighting,then my friend
fhould loofe one drop ofbloud in my quatrell:there-
forewhilel am lining, wrong menot , for heec which
fighteth for another, fecketh his owne deftruétion,

fo praying you if I hauc offended any, letme
anfwere it my felfe while I am living, for
- when Iam dead hee deales vn-
chriftianlike,that will a-
bufeme:and fo
I reft,

Thine ener to helpe thee hereafter in
what I may,

- Thy friend,

Iosapy Svwarnam






